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 ROPLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

  

  

 Tuesday 3rd September 2019 at 7.30pm in Ropley Parish Hall 
  

  
MINUTES  

 

 Those in attendance: 
 
Cllr G. Brown (GB), T. Day (TD) D. Fielden (DF), G. Stogdon (GS), J. Nops (JN), S. Perkins (SP) and D. 
Speed (DS), Jeff Soul (JS) & Edward Brandt (EB).   
Non-voting members: District Councillor Charles Louisson (ex-officio) & Becky French (BF) Clerk to 
the Parish Council.  
 

1 Apologies for absence 
  

- No apologies were given. 
 

2 Declaration of Interest in respect of matters to be discussed. 
 

- No interests were declared. 
 

3 - Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council meeting held on 2nd July 2019 - to approve the 
minutes as a true record. 
 
It was unanimously resolved that the Minutes of the Ordinary meeting held on 2nd July 2019 
be accepted as an accurate record and were duly signed by the Chairman. 
 

4 Matters arising from the minutes. 
 

- Replacement noticeboards- TD/JN 
All noticeboards in the village require replacement. This includes 3 small and 1 large 
noticeboard. TD has priced for materials only and is happy to make the noticeboards, saving 
the Parish Council a considerable amount of money as compared to purchasing the whole 
units. The small notice boards will cost £100 per unit and the large board £120. There will be 
an additional cost of £50 for a Ropley Parish Council stencil to mark each board.  
The noticeboard destined for the A31 will be positioned at a right angle to the road and not 
parallel, so that it is easily accessible to local residents. 
JN has spoken with the new company who now occupy the old Searle and Taylor site and 
enquired about the possibility of putting a noticeboard on their wall. They are keen to 
support Defibrillator and have indicated they would meet electrical costs, but resistance from 
villagers concerning their occupation of the site, has meant they are less keen to support a 
noticeboard.  
An idea could be to put a condition on the development of the Post Office. JN to suggest this 
condition when commenting on the new application for this site.  
 
Our financial regulations indicate that small projects can be voted through without a motion. 
Therefore, the noticeboard renovation project was proposed by DF, seconded by JN and all in 
favour. 
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5 Public participation in accordance with Standing Orders s3 (d – k) 
 

- Angela Cowan, resident. Enquired if a letter had been sent to the Diocese concerning the 
proposed sale of the Coffee Room. She also felt that the update in the parish magazine was 
too brief and did not accurately convey the reflect the discussion and subsequent decision of 
the July PC meeting. The Clerk apologised, as the letter should have been displayed on the 
website. Clerk to action. 

- Brian gave a warning that all footpaths need to be registered with Hampshire County 
Council’s definitive map by 2026. All footpaths need to be registered by this time, otherwise 
they will be lost. There is a long waiting list for potential paths to be investigated, Webb Lane 
is still 2 years from being investigated. A questioned was raised if the footpath by the play 
area at Gascoigne Lane should be registered. Councillors felt this wasn’t necessary as there 
was already an adequate path linking this section, it’s just some walkers choose to divert 
over the recreation ground. ED to put a note in the PC magazine about definitive map. 

- Brian also raised the issue that the if the Hagen Trust were to close, a great legacy would 
be lost. Miss Hagen started the Trust in Four Marks, when she fundraised to build the school, 
so there is a large historic legacy that should be fostered. 

- Jane Parsonson highlighted new legislation relating to Septic tank regulations, which is due to 
come into place in 2020.  
Information taken from https://www.gov.uk/guidance/general-binding-rules-small-sewage-
discharge-to-a-surface-water 
If you have a septic tank that discharges directly to a surface water you will need to replace 
or upgrade your treatment system by 1 January 2020. Where properties with septic tanks 
that discharge directly to surface water are sold before 1 January 2020, responsibility for the 
replacement or upgrade of the existing treatment system should be addressed between the 
buyer and seller as a condition of sale. 
If the Environment Agency finds evidence that your septic tank discharging to a surface water 
is causing pollution, you will need to replace or upgrade your system earlier than 1 January 
2020. You will usually have to do this within 1 year, although this will be agreed on a case-by-
case basis. 
You may be able to: 
connect to mains sewer – where available 
install a drainage field (also known as an infiltration system) so the septic tank can discharge 
to ground instead 
replace your septic tank with a small sewage treatment plant 
Please check the DEFRA website for further information. ED to put information in PC mag  

- A query was from the Ropley Society membership concerning; 
What is the Parish Council's policy around the allocation and management of the CIL money 
and  
Is there any public discussion on spending priorities which residents can influence? this is the 
forum 
GB confirmed that the Parish Council has several times suggested that there should be a sub-
committee for this purpose but so far it has not been regarded as necessary, as the funds 
levels have not been significant.  Projects will be considered as they come up. 

- GS raised the new waste collection contract and enquired if the previous issues with 
collections and timing had been addressed. CL confirmed that there has recently been a 
meeting with East Hampshire District Council and the future contractor NORSE. This company 
is due to take over on 30th September. Residents should experience no difference in service 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/general-binding-rules-small-sewage-discharge-to-a-surface-water
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/general-binding-rules-small-sewage-discharge-to-a-surface-water
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other than a different collection day. Waste collection calendar will be sent out shortly. East 
Hampshire District Council website will provide further details. GS reiterated the previous 
issues with the timing of the collection in Four Marks and the effect this had on rush hour 
traffic. CL agreed to feed this back. 
 

6 Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Recruitment & Planning Committee Regulations - to approve  
 

- Standing Orders & Financial Regulations documents 
All edits need to be removed before they are published- Clerk to action. 
GB raised the issue that there was a need for a stipulation in the financial regulations that a 
contract cannot be signed without the clerk. JN confirmed that the document mentioned 
tenders, but didn’t specifically relate to contracts. The Clerk to contact HALC to gain advice 
and recommended that the documents be approved subject to councillor agreement and any 
further change could be brought to Council for agreement. Clerk to action. 

- Motion: To approve amendments to the Standing Orders & Financial Regulations 
documents 
Proposed by DF, seconded by JN and all in favour. 
 

- Motion: To approve new policies for Recruitment & Planning Committee Protocol 
Proposed by JN, seconded by SP and all in favour. 

 
All documents to be published on the MyRopley website  

 

7 Ropley Pre-School application for funds- discussion  
 

Agreement to financially support the pre-school- Update 
- Everyone will now have received the final agreement to financially support the pre-school. 

After many revisions, including consultation with the PC, the final version was developed by 
Clerk EB, SJ and pre-school. This committee is content with the contents and has agreed the 
final draft. It has now been signed by the pre-school and we recommend that the Clerk is 
authorised to sign on behalf of the parish council. 

- DS queried the sums mentioned in the agreement and asked what level of uptake the pre-
school would need to become finically viable. Helen Broadbent confirmed that due to the 
meetings taking place 2 weeks prior to the PC it was unlikely that the preschool would make 
the required numbers of the agreement. More likely would be that these figures would be 
realised in the coming weeks after the meeting or by the following meeting, hence why the 
targets had been moved back to the following month. 

- The Clerk highlighted that a decision will be taken in November/December by the pre-school 
if it is viable to continue trading in the new term January 2020. Should the pre-school decide 
to cease trading, then the Parish Council will not make the final payment. 

- Please see the minutes of the meeting held by the committee and the preschool on 16th 

August 2019. 

- Summary of meeting between Parish Council and Ropley Pre-School representatives Ropley 
Coffee Room, Friday 16th August, 6.30pm 

 
Those present: 
Becky French (Parish Clerk), Simon Perkins (Parish Councillor), Edward Brandt (Parish 
Councillor), Helen Broadbent (Pre-School Secretary), Matthew Feldwick (acting Pre-School 
Treasurer). 
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Clarified that Matthew is currently “acting Treasurer” as cannot be voted on to the 
committee until his EY2 has been returned by Ofsted, this has so far taken nearly 2 months 
since application was submitted. 
Grant Terms & Conditions discussed and edits of draft agreed for accuracy including wording 
change to reflect children starting from January.  Becky and Helen to check final draft for 
presentation and agreement at September’s PC meeting.  Future meeting dates checked and 
confirmed with those present, location to be confirmed dependant on Becky’s availability to 
attend. 
Invoicing to be broken down in to net pay, tax, pension and NI contributions.  Amount 
invoiced for will vary every month due to how the term opening is broken across the month 
and the holiday pay will not be applied until 12 weeks, when it will include back pay so be a 
larger payment.  Essentially the invoice will cover the salaried hours of the principal 
employees as this is closely equivalent to the deficit, but invoiced as one bulk pay broken 
down as above due to confidentiality so no breakdown of individual’s pay can be given. 
August’s actual and September’s predicted timesheet figures to be invoiced and sent to Becky 
by 26th August. 
If additional children join mid-term the amount funded from the following month will be 
reviewed to take this in to account. 
Question asked as to likelihood of money being left that could be paid back to PC if it were to 
close at the end of the term.  Due to PLA rules all assets (both monetary and 
physical/equipment) have to be redistributed by them to other settings of a similar nature if a 
setting closes, this would mean nothing could go back to the PC in these circumstances.  
However as the decision to close would be dependent on the additional hours being met at 
the November/December meeting, if the decision was the Pre-School was not viable the final 
payment would not be made anyway, therefore resulting in money being held by the PC and 
lowering the final grant total. 
New staff recruited and DBS process started: Supervisor, Deputy (who also covers SENCo 
role), Assistant and Bank staff (who will cover courses and staff illness) all in place.  Handover 
currently being done between outgoing and new Supervisor. 
Press Releases to include thanks to PC for “Financially supporting” the Pre-School during this 
term to help secure it’s future.  No financial/grant figures to be given. 
Reviews: 

- Advertising the pre-school will be completed on social media every week (at least 4 times). 
Evidence of this activity can be provided by showing Facebook, Twitter etc accounts. 
Only have Facebook, posts have included 30hr funding link, extended hours,  open morning 
dates and “Meet our team” with photos and personal statement from the new staff.  These 
posts were then shared on Four Marks News, Alton & Bordon Mums, Alton Matters, Ropley 
Baby & Toddler Group, Ropley Mums, Ropley News and Neighbourhood Watch, All Things 
New Alresford (Residents Only).  Becky has given details of a Winchester Mums page to join 
for an additional sharing location). 

- 2 instances of ‘exposure’ will be placed in traditional forms of media these can include 
newspaper, parish magazines, magazines etc. Evidence can be shown by providing copy of 
the published advertisement. 
Advert with extended hours and open morning/afternoon booked in to BisMonRopTis 
(free)and Alresford’s Whats On (£20.20), Forum wanted £80 for small advert so not 
purchased, approach to see if they will publish a press release instead. Advertised hours 
updated in listings of BisMonRopTis, Forum, Whats On and EHDC website.  Previous Press 
Release only published by Alton Herald despite being sent to contacts at all other local 
papers/publications. 
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- A notice will be placed on the MyRopley website and poster placed on the noticeboards in the 
village and Ropley School. Evidence of these activities can be shown by providing the Clerk 
with the relevant URL after posting and to inform the Clerk of the placing of posters. 
Posters printed and laminated for putting up this weekend (printer failure has caused delay so 
printed at local printer’s including A-Board poster printed ready for when term starts).  My 
Ropley dates entered, awaiting confirmation of times for additional events. 

- Subject to agreement from the appropriate contacts at Four Marks, a notice will be placed on 
the Four Marks website and/or parish magazine. Posters will be placed on the noticeboards in 
the village. Evidence of these activities can be shown by providing the Clerk with the relevant 
URL after posting and by informing the Clerk of the placing of posters. 
Relevant contact not yet found, parish board locked so have targeted their social media.  New 
member of staff was previously on committee at one of the Four Marks Pre-Schools so is 
going to find the places/people they did things through. Details of their parish magazine 
obtained ready for the next issue. 

- The Parish Council would like to see the use of East Hampshire District Council’s media 
services or the pre-school holding an open day/session. We expect to see evidence of one of 
these activities for this month. Please ask the Clerk if you require details of East Hampshire 
District Council’s media services. 
Open Days being advertised for the morning of Thursday 26th September and the afternoon of 
Saturday 12th October.  Becky to forward the contact details of EHDC media services. 
 

- Submitted invoices include August of £1,884.89 (back dated) and September of £2,552.23, 

as per the provided invoices. 

- You will see from the notes provided that due to the pre-school’s PLA membership that it is 

unlikely that the Parish Council can reclaim any funds should the pre-school cease trading. 

The August payment did include an invoice of £403.20 towards hiring the hall. The Clerk 

recommends that this payment is with held until a decision has been made in Nov/Dec if the 

pre-school will continue trading for the new term in January 2020. Making this payment in 

Dec would still provide a £511.92 savings in the overall grant, but withholding payment until 

a decision has been made, we are covering the Parish Council by a further £403.20. A final 

decision on making this village hall payment can be made at the December Parish Council 

meeting. 

 
- Agreement to financially support Ropley Pre-School  

Motion: to authorise the clerk to sign the ‘Funding agreement between Ropley Parish 
Council and Ropley pre-school August 2019’ on behalf of the Parish Council. 
Proposed by SP, seconded by EB vote carried. 
DS and DF abstained from voting. 

 
- Motion: If Councillors are satisfied that the conditions within the funding agreement have 

been met, to authorise the Clerk to make payments to the pre-school for August of 
£1,884.89 (back dated) and September of £2,552.23, as per the provided invoices. 
Proposed by SP, seconded by EB vote carried. 
DS and DF abstained from voting. 

 

8 Recreation ground (DF/GS) 
 

- The survey to inspect the condition of the trees on the Recreation Ground was completed at 
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a cost of £525. The survey concluded that there is quite a lot of work and 23 trees need 
attending to. C & D trees completed the last work at a good standard and reasonable cost, so 
DF will seek a quote from them for the works and if this is with the 2019/20 budget will ask 
the Clerk to instruct the work.  
There are also a couple of trees which need the crowns lifting and this will work part of this 
work. 

- GS confirmed that the contractors Kestrel are coming back to complete some repair work on 
the recreation ground and this will be at no cost to Parish Council. 

- Orchard Gate, safety netting- discussion.  
The developer has confirmed the following with regards to installing the safety netting;  
They have obtained all the various cost options and have taken instructions for their client. 
The only one of the properties has been purchased, number 2 at the front. All the remaining 
properties are still owned and managed by Friday Street Development and have tenants in 
occupation. 
The developer has therefore a continuous commitment to maintenance, management and 
insurance of the site. 
They feel the proposed suggestion is a sensible compromise, where Friday Street will 
continue to monitor the situation with the occupiers, liaise and share the reports with the 
Parish, insurance for any accidental damage is covered by Friday Street. 
Friday Street will commit to the cost of fencing if is found that there is a problem. 
They have asked that this would then also allow the planners to release the planting and 
boundary planning condition separate to the review and commitment to fencing within the 
parish playing field. 
 

- After considering the developer suggestions, Councillors felt that the solution was not 
suitable and detracted from the issue, which has constantly been raised by the Parish 
Council. 

- The Clerk was asked to contact East Hampshire District Council to confirm the Parish 
Council’s position. The Parish Council takes no responsibility for any damage caused from 
stray balls from activities at the recreation ground. We have tried to get appropriate 
measures installed to protect the residents of Orchard Gate and this has continuously been 
ignored. We therefore do not support discharging the planting condition.   The current 
occupant is a tenant, but what happens if this is sold. The developer will have no need to 
insure for incidents and will not be involved.  If we refuse to discharge the condition then at 
least it will be listed for potential buyers to consider. Clerk to communicate to East 
Hampshire District Council that the Parish Council does not support the discharge of the 
condition.   

 

9 Neighbourhood Plan- update (SP) 
 

- The referendum was held and the Neighbourhood Plan was passed by 75% of those who 
voted in favour. 

- On 19th September the Neighbourhood Plan will be put to East Hampshire District Council for 
adoption. The document will then become planning legislation and will be given full weight in 
planning decisions. 

-  

10 Planning: 
 

I. Local Plan Review- proposals for large housing site in Four Marks/Ropley, ‘Four Marks South’- 
Discussion  
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- In East Hampshire District Council’s original Local Plan 2 large sites went to consultation. The 
Council was accused of not consulting on all potential sites. They have reopened the 
consultation to include 10 sites, 4 of which are in Four Marks and 1 of these is mostly most 
in, Ropley called ‘Four Marks South’.  
The Parish Council, along with the Ropley Society have been in touch with Four Marks and 
have been working together to coordinate efforts with our responses.  
East Hampshire District Council intends to hold meetings for residents, where a presentation 
will be made on all of the pros and cons of the sites.  
No site has been determined. If Ropley wants to object, we will need to get the whole village 
to make comments. As a village we need to put together a list of pros and cons of all sites. 
It’s important that we do not make NIMBY comments, but have a well considered approach 
looking at all the sites, as East Hampshire District Council do have to allocate a large number 
of housing which will be delivered through some large sites. They must find large 
development sites for 2000 houses. Sites have been allocated at Bentley (800 houses) and 
Whitehill Bordon (1200) but a further 2000 more are required. If we don’t find the required 
numbers, then Government would fine us and we would be required to come up with 
alternative sites.  
The East Hampshire District Council website provides a helpful guide to all sites.  
There is a drop in session in Alton- Saturday 14th 10am- 2pm, where residents can meet the 
developers and look at the information. A meeting at Four Marks has been organised for this 
Sunday at 4pm. 
PC will make their comments. We are likely to object. We need to encourage villagers to 
make a response. Ropley Society have agreed to help with a leaflet drop, where we deliver 
A5 postcard providing key information and how to comment. A map should be included 
showing the site location.  The full 68 page consultation document could be circulated shop 
etc. with posters laminated them and put on noticeboards.  
Jane Parsonson suggested that the PC magazine distribution group would be happy to deliver 
the literature and that this would be a good way to reach all the residents. Jane Parsonson to 
contact Hugh Northey who organizes the distribution about potential for delivery cards.  
A resident commented that residents could be confused by the fact that the Neighborhood 
Plan has just been passed and we are now being consulted on a development which was not 
within the Neighborhood Plan, thus fighting something that’s so against Neighborhood Plan 
before its even been adopted.  
A resident queried if there is conflict between Neighborhood Plan and Local Plan which one 
prevails? RNP3 of the Neighbourhood Plan deals with 'Vistas and Visual Prominence' and the 
Local plan has no policies which has equivalent to that so the Ropley Neighborhood Plan 
applies. If the new 2021 contains polices which deal with this area then the Local Plan will 
have precedence over the Neighborhood Plan. This is why it is necessary to review and 
amend the Neighborhood Plan every 5 years, to make sure it covers everything and is the 
primary document for Ropley development. 
Development is being attributed to Four Marks, but is 75% of it is in Ropley 
If you look at the options available in East Hampshire District, the boundary of the South 
Downs National Park leaves development for the small section in the District at the north and 
south.  
 

II. Previous applications: decisions notified by EHDC and comments from PC 
No updates provided. 
 

- Reference No: 24003/028 PARISH: Ropley Location: Home Farm, Petersfield Road, Ropley, 
Alresford, SO24 9SQ Proposal: New B1(a), B1(c) commercial building Decision: PERMISSION 
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Decision Date: 6 June, 2019 
- Reference No: 27925/001 PARISH: Ropley Location: Five Acres, Station Hill, Ropley, Alresford, 

SO24 0BL Proposal: 3 new dwellings following demolition of existing dwelling. Decision: 
PERMISSION Decision Date: 13 June, 2019 

- Reference No: 55503 PARISH: Ropley Location: Land East of Teak Cottage, Petersfield Road, 
Monkwood, Alresford Proposal: Change of use of land to non commercial equestrian use and 
construction of a manege Decision: PERMISSION Decision Date: 18 June, 2019 

- Reference No: 31642/011 PARISH: Ropley Location: New Barn Farm, Park Lane, Ropley, 
Alresford, SO24 0BE Proposal: Proposed garage, workshop and store Decision: PERMISSION 
Decision Date: 2 July, 2019 

- Reference No: 51992/012 PARISH: Ropley Location: The Ramblers, Bighton Hill, Ropley, 
Alresford, SO24 9SQ Proposal: Variation of conditions 7 and 13 of 51992/011 to deal with the 
materials and finishes (condition 7) and to allow substitution of approved elevations and 
floor plans (condition 13) Decision: PERMISSION Decision Date: 9 July, 2019  

- Reference No: 33626/012 PARISH: Ropley Location: Amberley, Petersfield Road, Ropley, 
Alresford, SO24 0EQ Proposal: Single storey rear extension and front porch Decision: 
PERMISSION Decision Date: 9 July, 2019 

- Reference No: 28402/011 PARISH: Ropley Location: Lyeway Farm, Lyeway Road, Ropley, 
Alresford, SO24 0DD Proposal: Prior notification - Extension from machinery shed, steel 
frame with the same building materials to match existing. Decision: PRIOR APPROVAL NOT 
REQUIRED Decision Date: 18 July, 2019 

- Reference No: 57231 PARISH: Ropley Location: 2 Andross Cottage, Andrews Lane, Ropley, 
Alresford, SO24 0BZ Proposal: Two storey rear extension and front porch following 
demolition of utility and storage area (amended description 16/7/19) Decision: PERMISSION 
Decision Date: 1 August, 2019 

- Reference No: 57683 PARISH: Ropley Location: Dene Stores, The Dene, Ropley, Alresford, 
SO24 0BH Proposal: Terrace of three houses with associated parking, access and landscaping 
following demolition of the current building. (Amended site layout plan submitted 
23/4/19)(Further ecological information submitted on 23/4/19 and 17/6/19) (Marketing 
information submitted on 11/6/19) (Additional drainage information submitted on 5/7/19) 
(Amended location/block plan and proposed roof plan received 31/7/19) Decision: REFUSAL 
Decision Date: 6 August, 2019 

- Reference No: 38804/012 PARISH: Ropley Location: Ross Farm, Park Lane, Ropley, Alresford, 
SO24 0EH Proposal: Detached single storey dwelling for use by agricultural worker [amended 
description] Decision: WITHDRAWN Decision Date: 20 August, 2019  

- Reference No: 35227/015 PARISH: Ropley Location: Ropley Railway Station, Station Hill, 
Ropley, Alresford, SO24 0BL Proposal: Construction of a miniature railway including stations, 
turntables, and storage sheds for engines, carriages and materials. Decision: PERMISSION 
Decision Date: 19 August, 2019 

 
III. New applications: to be discussed: 

Case No. Address  Description  

27083/009 

 

 

Bounty House, Gilbert Street, 
Ropley, Alresford, SO24 0BY 

Listed building consent - single 
storey rear extension following 
demolition of existing 
conservatory with associated 
internal alterations including a 
second floor WC and 
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connection to existing soil vent 
pipe 

No objection. 

27083/008 

 

Bounty House, Gilbert Street, 
Ropley, Alresford, SO24 0BY 

Single storey rear extension 
following demolition of 
existing conservatory 

No objection. 

25464/015 

 

Dene Self Service, The Dene, 
Ropley, Alresford, SO24 0BG 

Variation of condition 11 of 
25464/014 to allow 
substitution of plans PLG3-18, 
PLG4-18, PLG5-18 and PLG6-18 
with PLG3-19A, PLG4-19A, 
PLG5-19 and PLG6-19 showing 
reduction in size of proposed 
building, relocation of two 
parking spaces and slight 
elevational changes to the 
front of the sales building. 

Strong Objection to the 

removal of the evergreen 

hedge which is shown on the 
plan compared to previous 

permitted application 

although not mentioned in the 

narrative. This removal will 
reduce the amenity of the the 

neighbouring properties. The 

removal of this hedge is also 

contrary to RNP4 of the 

Ropley Neigbourhood Plan 
which states ‘New 

development should retain 

existing mature trees, 

hedgerows, verges and banks 
which contribute to the 

amenity of the area’. 

 

No objection to the reduction 
in size of proposed building, 

relocation of two parking 

spaces and slight elevational 

changes to the front of the 

sales building. 

 

36391/004 Meadowside, Church Street, 
Ropley, Alresford, SO24 0DS  

 

T1 Sycamore Fell - Replace 
with multi-stemmed 
ornamental birch or similar.  

T2 Yew Remove radial ground 
level growth leaving main, twin 
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stemmed tree. 

T3 Larch Fell T4 Conifer Fell 
due to being overgrown with 
unchecked growth  

T5 Conifer Fell due to being 
overgrown with unchecked 
growth T6 Prunus Fell, T7 Elder 
Fell, T8 Conifer Fell, T11 
Conifer Fell   

No objection 

58011/001 TPO Number 
(EH939)  

Land South West of Dean 
Cottage, Bighton Hill, Ropley, 
Alresford 

Crab Apple Tree - Fell (TPO) 

No objection 

11` Finance  
I. Payments paid electronically in line with item 9 (iii) of Ropley Parish Council minutes dated 

5th April 2016. 
 

03.06.19 OCS monthly rec maintenance 589.39 

13.06.19 DJB builders  5th instalment of VH extension 15,266.15 

04.07.19 Eddols  VH carpets  1,364.77 

05.07.19 OCS rec maintenance period 3 659.34 

05.07.19 Affordable IT IT subscription  14.88 

05.07.19 Village hall work wood treatment  157.50 

23.07.19 DJB building  Village Hall extension instalment 6 9,279.26 

23.07.19 B. French  Salary June-July 19 752.54 

23.07.19 HMRC TAX contrib 2.64 

23.07.19 John K Murray  Internal audit fee 325.00 

31.07.19 DJB building  balance on instalment 6 rev b 1,296.18 

01.08.19 OCS ground maintenance period 4 640.25 

01.08.19 Complete weed control  weed control  153.60 

01.08.19 Affordable IT monthly IT sub 14.88 

17.08.19 R. French  Monthly salary August 525.99 
 
 
 

II. Payments to be authorised. 
- Tax on Clerk’s salary- £2.64 
- Insurance payment 2019/20- £2276.38 
- Plastering for Village Hall- £1764.00 
- Pre-school payment 1- £1884.89 
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- Pre-school payment 2- £2552.23 
 

- HPFA membership £40. The Clerk queried if our membership should be renewed. All agree. 
Clerk to action. 

 
 

III. Application for Parish Council funds 
Motion: to approve a grant of £750.00 towards the Village Hall insurance  
Proposed by DF, seconded by SP and all in favour  

 
IV. Q1 bank reconciliation- for approval (JS) 

- Q1 was approved and duly signed by JS 
 

V. Draft budget 2020/21- for discussion 
The budget was discussed by the Council. 
The Clerk highlighted the new fund for footpath renovation. 
TD put in a request for contribution towards ring-fenced funds for the works at the Village 
hall. The Council supported this project and agreed to put £5000.00 in ring-fenced funds 
towards the maintenance and running costs. 
Clerk to bring document for final agreement to the next Parish Council meeting. 

 

12 Clerk role- maternity cover- update 
 

- Sarah White has agreed to take on the Maternity cover. 
- At present the Clerk is due to take maternity leave around 25th October . 
- Sarah White has kindly agreed to cover our meetings from Nov-April. Apart from the first 

meeting in November this work will include compiling the agenda and sending this out, 
attending the meetings and completing the minutes and sending these out. Further details 
are found below; 
 
Nov- I will do the full agenda for this meeting and send it out/send you a copy. 
Dec- you  
Jan- you 
Feb- you  
March- you 
April- you  
BF will administer the May meetings (APA, AG & Ordinary) 
 
The meetings take place on the first Tuesday of every month- 7.30pm in the small room.  
 
Dates are; 
5th November  
3rd December  
7th January  
4th February  
3rd March  
7th April 

 
Within each agenda the following has been agreed; 
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Planning- Jenny Nops has agreed to feed the following to Sarah White; 
 
New planning applications- for the agenda 
Decisions made- for the meeting/minutes  
 
BF will send the financial info; 

- Payments made each month 
- Quarterly financial reports when they are scheduled for approval. 

 
Pre-school (December meeting only) 

- Provided by Simon Perkins & BF 
 
Everything else has names next to the item, so it will be the Councillor responsibility to send 
you the relevant information, should the need arise. Otherwise they will give a update at the 
meeting. 

 

- The Clerk has a meeting with GB to run through all the figures and dates associated with 
maternity leave and these will be confirmed at the next meeting, which is RF’s final meeting 
before going on maternity leave- so if there is anything big please let me know for this 
meeting.   

 
Motion: to approve hourly payment for KIT days at normal Clerk pay rate  
Proposed by DF, seconded by JN and all in favour. 

 

13 Report from District Councillor 
As discussed elsewhere in the Minutes the main focus for this time are; 

- Local Plan work and the consideration of potential sites.  
- Change of waste contractor in East Hampshire. Residents will notice little change part from a 

different day for collection. Details of which will be sent to residents and are available on the 
website. 

 

14 Police Report- PC Nops 
-  Reporting of several thefts in the village including stealing of York paving, bikes, quad bikes 

and house burglaries. Activity seems to take place between 3-5am 
- New need to install alarms and good CCTV, as a deterrent and for evidence.   

 
15 Reports of Committees: 

 
I. Highway (DS)-  

- Resurfacing and lining complete on Vicarage Lane. 
- Action taken to try to change the disabled parking bays at the school to be enforceable 
rather than advisory. It’s been placed on a list for assessment from EHDC however, there’s a 
long queue. As an example Four Marks registered one in 2016 and it has just happened. An 
accident at the site aided their case. 
- Problems with overgrown hedges at 3 locations on the C18 causing damage to vehicles. 
Advised that Highways contact the people concerned with a view to arranging a site visit. 
- Unsuitable for HGV signs. These are only advisory and businesses should make their 
suppliers aware of this. 
- Drainage on Gascoigne Lane.  Operation Resilience are carrying out investigative work 
(9th/10 September). We are waiting to hear what work they intend to complete. We require 
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definitive answers on costs in order to look at upgrading the drainage system. There is a 
possibility that some of the work can be completed using section 106 funds and this may 
cover a new soakaway in this area. 

II. Footpaths (EB)- nothing further to add. 
III. Communications (EB)- nothing further to add.  

 

16  
I. Ropley Society- nothing further to add. 

II. Friends of St. Peter's Church- There will be a meeting tomorrow night. 
III. HALC /EHALC- nothing further to add. 
IV. Parish Hall Management Committee- the building work is nearly complete. They hope to 

complete a deep clean in October, following all the construction work. The carpets were laid 
today. The false ceiling at the stage has been removed and they plan a lighting improvement, 
including installing a set of lights, speakers and LED lighting. Once the new extension is fully 
completed we can remove the porta cabin and begin to use the carpark in the correct way. 
Some of the parking space lines need updating to reflect the new extension. 
 

17 Correspondence up to 3rd September 2019 
 

- No further correspondence reported. 
 

  

 
 
Signed  
 
Date 21. 28 


