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	Tuesday 2nd February 2021 at 7.30pm via Zoom

Join Zoom Meeting

https://zoom.us/j/96101346895?pwd=Nm1paHdxV0JITUhxMDdOd3dkMmwrQT09
Meeting ID: 961 0134 6895

Passcode: 847607



	
	

	
	MINUTES



	
	Those in attendance:

Cllr G. Brown (GB), D. Speed (DS), Jeff Soul (JS), T. Day (TD) D. Fielden (DF), G. Stogdon (GS), J. Nops (JN), S. Perkins (SP) & E. Brandt (EB).  
Non-voting members: District Councillor Charles Louisson (ex-officio) & Becky French (BF) Clerk to the Parish Council. 



	1
	Apologies for absence
· No apologies were given.


	2
	Declaration of Interest in respect of matters to be discussed.
· GS declared an interest in Gascoigne Lane drainage project, item 12,I.


	3
	· Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council meeting held on 5th January 2020 - to approve the minutes as a true record.
· It was unanimously resolved that the Minutes of the Ordinary meeting held on 5th January 2020 be accepted as an accurate record and were duly signed by the Chairman.



	4
	Matters arising from the minutes.
· Safety netting at Orchard Gate. 
No progress to date, Clerk to update next month.
· Bus shelter glass replacement
The Parish Council no longer has responsibility for bus shelters. It has been reported and the broken glass has been removed. We await the replacement panels.
· SP sent a letter to the landowner of site 28, offering the Parish Council’s comments on the proposal for the site. We await a response. 

	5
	Public participation in accordance with Standing Orders s3 (d – k)

· A member of the public queried if the Parish Council meeting minutes could be displayed on the website earlier and the Clerk will endeavour to do this. 

· A letter was sent to the Clerk which stated that there was interest in turning the old Deane Store into a café, but they have found it very difficult to engage with those involved in renting the property. This scenario was also supported by representatives at Clevertouch, who have also tried to investigate a small café at the site. The Parish Council is following this up and are talking to East Hampshire District Council. Clerk to put on next agenda.
· A member of the public reported that tiles were failing from the roof of old Deane Store.



	6
	Community Infrastructure Fund (CIF) criteria wording- for approval.

· Councillors discussed the fund wording and approved the document.   



	7
	Hampshire County Council Broadband- discussion
· The broadband project is progressing and has secured another 16 registrations and access to 1.6m in funding.
· A re-quote has been sought from OpenReach on a couple of different scenarios; 

A project which remove the Callflow area and where there is fibre to premises capability.

Village centre quote and peripheral roads that have high penetration of interest.
· Several funds have been investigated which could provide the project with additional funding; PWLB (Public Works Loan Board) or an Inter Authority Loan. 


	8
	Recreation ground (DF/GS)
· The Playground Inspection was postponed and will take place this month.
· The Cricket Club have been looking at altering their water supply to the Recreation Ground. The volume/pressure at an alternative supply at the water the Bowls Club would be sufficient for their uses. The Cricket Club intend to go ahead with that work and have liaised with the Tennis Club to manage this. GS is confident that the Clerk could discharge this work under the framework of our agreement with the Cricket Club. 
· Lengthsman- DF asked for any pending jobs. 
Clerk has been asked for details of the work completed on each visit. DF to send this list to Clerk each visit.   


	9
	Planning:

I. Previous applications: decisions notified by EHDC and comments from PC
Reference No: 31642/013 PARISH: Ropley Location: New Barn Farm, Park Lane, Ropley, Alresford, SO24 0BE Proposal: Retrospective application for Music room and Fitness and Shower room above garage, store and workshop Decision: PERMISSION Decision Date: 11 January, 2021
Reference No: 38804/015 PARISH: Ropley Location: Ross Farm, Park Lane, Ropley, Alresford, SO24 0BE Proposal: Variation of condition 6 of permission 38804/013 to allow substitution of plans to facilitate the repositioning of the approved temporary dwelling Decision: TEMPORARY PERMISSION Decision Date: 21 January, 2021

II. New applications: to be discussed:
Case No.

Address 

Description 

26521/008 
The Clock House, Stapley Lane, Ropley, Alresford, SO24 0EL
Alterations and extension of roof including re-roofing to create increased living accommodation at first floor level (HSE)
We believe this development to be overdevelopment of a property in a rural location outside the settlement policy boundary. This property has previously been extended by more than 50% of the original property allowable in Policy H16 of the local plan. This planning application would further increase the size over the 50%.

We acknowledge that in 2003 the council took the view that,despite the Clockhouse being outside the settlement policy boundary it was within a built-up area to which policy H16 of the local plan should not apply however we would argue that more recently a property directly opposite the Clockhouse was deemed to be outside the settlement policy boundary in a rural location where policy H 16 did apply.

Should the council be mindful to grant this permission we would request the following conditions.

1. All first floor windows on the north elevation to have a opaque glass and the rooflights to be at such a height preventing overlooking of the neighbouring property.
2. In light that the increase in roof height would have a measurable impact on the street scene we would request additional natural boundary treatment be planted as we believe this would reduce this impact on the street scene.
3. The garage to be used for garaging and storage only.

24421/020 
Conversion of existing stables into four bedroom dwelling, including erection of single storey glazed linking structure (FUL)
Monkwood House, Petersfield Road, Monkwood, Alresford, SO24 0HB
No objection, this appears to be a permitted development. We would like it noted that this stable block was built as the property previously wished to convert the Intergrated stables into residential use and now they are converting these stables into residential as well. This would appear to be a back door way of getting a new residential building in the countryside.



	10
	Finance 
I. Payments paid electronically in line with item 9 (iii) of Ropley Parish Council minutes dated 5th April 2016.
27.12.20

PHS

monthly rec main Period  9

476.45
27.01.21

Hampshire Hedgecraft

whip planting rec ground & hedge cutting
170.00

27.01.21

Affordable IT

Monthly sub

14.88
II. Payments to be authorised.
· The Clerk requested £28.99 for a replacement laptop battery. This was authorised.
III. Q2 Bank reconciliation- for approval (JS)
· Bank Reconciliation for Q2 was approved by JS


	11
	Report from District Councillor

· The Budget has been accepted by Councillors and it goes for Full Council approval shortly. The proposal is to increase Council Tax by 2% and use these funds for a number of investments within the community; the Supporting Communities Fund, green initiatives and other projects. The budget enables the District Council to invest in the community and improve the District Council.


	12
	Reports of Committees:
I. Highway (DS)
The gully sucker saga continues. We have had 2 visits which have serviced about 30% of the gullies. The failure to complete the full task includes

· Some are completely blocked and surprise surprise unblocking them falls to Highways East as maintenance not the gully sucker department. Any simple job can become the responsibility of any one of a number of highways departments.

As it has taken some 3 months to fill two potholes in Church lane this could take some time.

· Others were not mapped on their GPS system but these have (hopefully) been added and will now be serviced when action 1 has been completed. 

· Finally we have the one's that were missed completely.

· Unsurprisingly servicing the gullies on the A31 is down to the gully sucker but on a different contract so has a different frequency. This should be done yearly whilst those around the village are on a 3 year programme.

· I have also asked for the road sweeper to clear pavement edges along the A31 as debris from these is washed down and contributes to the blocking of the gullies. Whistle in the wind.

I reported the problems with the path around the Chequers building site in mid December. This was passed to the local Highways East engineer for action. I followed up 2/3 weeks ago directly with him but as usual did not even receive an acknowledgment of the e-mail.

I have recently further reminded his Manager and am again waiting for a reply.

I have followed up the promised site visit to view the result of the Gascoigne Lane ditching work and again await a reply.

It has been agreed that the water has to be taken off higher upstream in Andrews Lane and Gilbert Street. 

Yet this is not Highways East's responsibility but falls to Operational Resilience who deal with planned major projects.

I have spoken to a senior Manager in Resilience who said that nothing can be done in this financial year and because of problems with this years budget they are not able to budget for work in the next financial year until it is sorted out.

In any case we as a Parish cannot put forward projects for consideration directly to Resilience. You've guessed it only Highways East can do that.

I have therefore asked Highways East to put the project forward and we will just have to wait and see whether they do and whether it is approved.
II. Footpaths (EB)
· The stile on the footpath by the Chequers development is dangerous and walkers are by-passing it and creating a walk-way around the stile. Due to the proximity to the road/ traffic, a kissing gate would seem the most appropriate replacement. EB to investigate.
· TD proposed that a kissing gate would be appropriate for the footpath which goes from Ropley House on to Vicarage Road. EB to investigate.
· A resident raised an issue with Footpath 27 being used and churned up by horses. They believe the track to be a footpath and understood that horses should not use this path. EB to contact resident and explain that it is a bridgeway.  
· The kissing gate at end of play park has been cleared and the footpath has been re-established.

III. Communications (EB) 
· A summary of council meeting will now be included in the newsletter. The deadline for this copy is 10th/11th of February.


	13
	I. Ropley Society
· The village clean-up has now been launched. 
· The Society is looking for a Treasurer.
II. Friends of St. Peter's Church
· Nothing to report.
III. HALC /EHALC
· Nothing further to add.
IV. Parish Hall Management Committee.

GS confirmed that the gullies at the hall building need clearing. TD to action. 


	14
	Correspondence up to 2nd February 2021
· Wey Incinerator Action Group (NWI) have today launched an ‘Object Again’ campaign on their website https://www.noweyincinerator.com/ to the Veolia application for an AERF (Waste Incinerator) on the A31 near Alton. The website includes a short video and details of the four key issues that NWI consider have still not been adequately addressed by Veolia in their Regulation 25 responses as well as significant amounts of background information. The closing date for objections is 15th February. Planning Committee to investigate further.



The meeting closed at 8.30pm
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