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Join Zoom Meeting



	
	

	
	MINUTES


	
	Those in attendance:

Cllr G. Brown (GB), D. Speed (DS), Jeff Soul (JS), T. Day (TD) D. Fielden (DF), G. Stogdon (GS), J. Nops (JN), S. Perkins (SP) & E. Brandt (EB).  
Non-voting members: District Councillor Charles Louisson (ex-officio) & Becky French (BF) Clerk to the Parish Council. 



	1
	Apologies for absence
· No apologies were given.


	2
	Declaration of Interest in respect of matters to be discussed.
· GS declared an interest in item 12-1, regarding drainage at Gascoigne Lane. 


	3
	Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council meeting held on 2nd February 2021 - to approve the minutes as a true record.
· It was unanimously resolved that the Minutes of the Ordinary meeting held on 2nd February 2021 be accepted as an accurate record and were duly signed by the Chairman.



	4
	Matters arising from the minutes.
· Safety netting at Orchard Gate- the Clerk sent an email to the developer (10.02.21). We await a response. 
· Update on Dean Stores- see planning item 6.
· Wey Incinerator Action Group (NWI)-no comments were submitted. 


	5
	Public participation in accordance with Standing Orders s3 (d – k)

· Dean Stores planning application. Residents are concerned with the development over-looking the neighbouring property. The current hedge provides adequate screening but is owned by Dean Stores. The Parish Council should request a condition that the hedge is maintained to 11ft height as part of the landscaping plan.

The sewage works location is also a concern and it was questioned if these could be located closer to the proposed development (within guidelines) and further away from the neighbours property.
· Speeding in the village. TD has seen some alternative speeding signs in circulation such as, ‘share the road with people’ or ‘its 30 for a reason’. Possible locations could be Church Street, Lywood Lane or Petersfield Road. Should we investigate purchasing some of these signs for the village.

JS- Monkwood would value speeding intervention. 
TD to investigate possible locations and report back.

· A resident has identified an issue with large HGV vehicles using SatNav to access Court Lane. One lorry got stuck down the narrow lane and the other had a collision with a tree. GS to investigate if there is any way we can reroute the SatNav or install signage. 
· Footpath 28 re-routing. There was a discussion concerning the impact of re-routing footpaths and in particular path 28.
The PC decided not to support the re-routing of footpath 28 and to support leaving the current situation in place. 


	6
	Hampshire County Council Broadband- discussion
· The project missed the deadline for the Government Grant, but all indications suggest that the voucher scheme will continue past this deadline. There could possibly be an increase in the grant amount per household, which would be a benefit for the project, as there is currently a funding gap. An announcement is due on 19th March.


	7
	Recreation ground (DF/GS)
· The annual playground inspection has been completed. 
1 playground item was identified as high risk and we have removed this beam whilst we await a replacement. 
There are quite a few items which have been identified as medium and low risks and we await an invoice for the works.
· A rubbish bin at gate by the hall on the recreation ground needs replacing and this has been ordered and should take 3 weeks for delivery.
· The Lengthsman visited last week and was working on the pedestrian gate at the recreation ground. Unfortunately, his chainsaw broke, so this job was postponed until his next visit. 


	8
	Planning:

I. Previous applications: decisions notified by EHDC and comments from PC
Reference No: 55567/019 PARISH: Ropley Location: Land West of Oak Leigh, Park Lane, Ropley, Alresford Proposal: Variation of conditions 12 and 17 of 55567/007 (Detached dwelling -Plot 1) to allow continuation of works started 04/02/2019 and subsitution of existing approved plans, elevations 18-RPL1-04 to 18-RPL1-04 Rev A, floor plans 18-RPL1-03 to 18-RPL1-03 Rev B, Landscaping Plan 18- RPL1-07 Rev A to 18-RPL1-07 Rev B. Garage Floor Plans and Elevations 18-PLR-G1 to 18-PLR-G1 Rev B. Block Plan 18-RPL1-01 Rev A to 18- RPL1-01 Rev B. To allow revised plan of detached garage and bike store. Installation of solar panels on dwelling and garage. Changes to glass doors on rear elevation of dwelling. Installation of glass door on side elevation. Changes to windows on side elevation. Decision: PERMISSION Decision Date: 2 February, 2021 4 
Reference No: 58967/002 PARISH: Ropley Location: 3 Glendown Gardens, Winchester Road, Ropley, Alresford, SO24 0BS Proposal: New dormer to replace existing three dormers (amended plan received 18/1/21) Decision: REFUSAL Decision Date: 1 February, 2021
Reference No: 39720/014 PARISH: Ropley Location: Old Down House, Swelling Hill, Ropley, Alresford, SO24 0DA Proposal: Detached dwelling with associated garden and parking following the demolition of the existing dwelling. Decision: REFUSAL Decision Date: 22 February, 2021 

Reference No: 21360/006 PARISH: Ropley Location: Gladman House, Petersfield Road, Ropley, Alresford, SO24 0EE Proposal: First floor extension to rear and attached garage to side Decision: PERMISSION Decision Date: 19 February, 2021

II. New applications: to be discussed:
Case No.

Address 

Description 

33926/014

 The Old Post House, Church Street, Ropley, Alresford, SO24 0DR

Demolition of existing wooden outbuilding(shed) and replacement with new wooden outbuilding (HSE) 
No objection subject to storage use only ancillary to main house
33926/015

The Old Post House, Church Street, Ropley, Alresford, SO24 0DR

Listed Building consent - Demolition of existing wooden outbuilding(shed) and replacement with new wooden outbuilding (LBC) 
No objection
51630/002

15 Rowdell Cottages, Gascoigne Lane, Ropley, Alresford, SO24 0BU

First floor side extension (HSE)
No objection
57683/001

Dene Stores, The Dene, Ropley, Alresford, SO24 0BH
Conversion and two storey extension to side/rear to form three flats with a retained ground floor commercial unit (use class E), associated parking, access and landscaping (FUL) 

Ropley Parish Council acknowledge the inclusion of some business use accommodation however we are concerned that in the application there is no proposal made for vehicle parking for the commercial use. 
In addition the council is concerned about the overlooking from upstairs Flat 2’s windows and subsequent loss of privacy for the neighbours to the north as a result we would request a condition that the current evergreen row of trees is maintained at a sufficient height to maintain the privacy of the neighbouring property. 

The application currently sites the sewage treatment plant adjacent to the northern boundary of the application site immediately next to the neighbouring property. In light of the potential for associated noise and smell from the treatment we would also request that this is moved further away from the neighbours boundary.

57874/001

Land north of Merryview House, Soames Lane, Ropley, Alresford

Change of use of land for the siting of one tourism yurt and facilities unit with carparking and landscaping (FUL)
No objection subject to short term tourist let only.
31260/007 
Highcliff, Dunsells Lane, Ropley, Alresford, SO24 0BX
Replacement dwelling house with garage building following demolition of existing dwelling house
No objection subject to the following. Due to the importance of the view towards the property from Ropley Church and the conservation area hedge on the southern boundary to be maintained during and after removal of the outbuildings. Garage building to be used for garaging and storage only ancillary to the main house.
We would also request removal of further permitted development rights from the property.
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	Finance 
I. Payments paid electronically in line with item 9 (iii) of Ropley Parish Council minutes dated 5th April 2016.
02.02.21

R. French 

Salary Dec-Jan

350.14 

02.02.21

Ropley School

grant contribution toward school fence

2868.53

14.02.21

PHS

Rec maintenance period 11

301.58

14.02.21

PHS

Rec maintenance period 12

301.58

II. Payments to be authorised.
No payments to be authorised. 
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	Report from District Councillor
· The have been many queries concerning the felling works being carried out at Bowers Grove Wood. It was confirmed that they have the appropriate licence, and these works are permitted. 
· Enforcement action may be required at the Merryfield site at East Tisted, which affects Hill Farm Road/Soames Lane. This site was given permission for the use of a test site for large, prefabricated flooring. It now seems this site is being used for storage, which falls within a different category to the current permission. If correct, they will need to apply for a different license.
· District Councillor Grant available and Ropley has applied for a £500 grant toward postcard printing for the broadband project.

· East Hampshire District Council has agreed the District budget and will make a 2% increase in Council Tax. 

· East Hampshire District Council has expanded the ‘Supporting Communities Fund’, which is a potential for the broadband project.
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	Reports of Committees:
I. Highway (DS)
At a recent site meeting, we meet with Hampshire Highways East to look at the result of the following up work on the ditches in Gascoigne Lane. The only outstanding issue is to uncover a potential soakaway.
We held conversations with Operation Resilience concerning the infrastructure investment in Gilbert Street and Andrews Lane and on their advice have emailed our County Councillor, who has agreed to approach the Executive Member for Transport, Rob Humby, as we have a significant amount of money available in our Section 106 account for work in this area.
The work required, is the provision of potentially 2 new soakaways and re-engineering of the soakaway opposite Gilbert Street Farm and the Dell at Andrews Lane. We have asked Highways to produce a Design Survey and a Feasibility Study to produce costs for this work and then we can assess this against the funds we have available.
· We have received emails from 2 new residents, who are concerned with the speed and noise of traffic A31 in that area. The County Councillor has replied and pointed out the lack of funds available for any action and the reluctance of the Police (who have the authority in all decisions relating to changes in speed limits and enforcement of existing limits etc) to action any changes. 
We have been asked to investigate traffic calming measures in the area, but again this is unlikely that any would be considered by the Police on what is a major A road.

· We were promised that the gullies on A31 would be cleared, but this can’t be completed until all the completely blocked gullies around the village have been cleared and we have asked Highways East to action this, so that gully clearance can commence. 
II. Footpaths (EB)
· Proposal to redirect the Footpath 28- discussion- see section 5.
· Footpath renovation project (EB) 
· We received a complaint about a broken stile in the Corner of Smugglers Way and Church Street. This has been noted.
III. Communications (EB) 
· To include Countryside code video & ROW info- see Item 14.
· To include Community Infrastructure Fund
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	I. Ropley Society- nothing to report.
II. Friends of St. Peter's Church- nothing to report
III. HALC /EHALC- nothing to report.
IV. Parish Hall Management Committee.- nothing further to add.
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	Correspondence up to 2nd March 2021
· The Parish Council intends to hold this year’s AGM on Tuesday 18th May, 7.30pm.
· E-Forests work with lots of wildlife trusts, community woodlands and community farms around the UK, supplying them with free trees for their nature reserves, rewilding projects, etc. Would you like free trees from us for any of your projects?  We generally supply a minimum of 200 trees for projects but we can be fairly flexible. Or do you know of any tree planting projects in Hampshire, or nearby regions, that would like free trees from us in 2021?  https://www.eforests.co.uk/FreeTrees
· The latest edition of the Rights of Way Access Teams newsletter and an educational video promoting the Countryside Code.

            Newsletter: https://mailchi.mp/e634c313c262/accessteamsmarch-2021-newsletter
            Dog video: https://youtu.be/nixVnq6DejY


	
	


The meeting closed at 21.02
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