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	Tuesday 5th September 2023 at 7.30pm, Ropley Village Hall


	
	

	
	MINUTES


	
	Those in attendance:

Drew Fielden, Vice Chair (DF), Giles Stogdon (GS), Catherine Mitchell (CM), John Reeve (JR), & Jeff Soul (JS)  

Non-voting members: District Councillor Charles Louisson (CL) (ex-officio) & Becky French (BF) Clerk to the Parish Council. 
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	Apologies for absence
Cllr George Brown, Chair (GB) provided his apologies and Cllr Drew Fielden, Vice Chair chaired the meeting.
Jenny Nops (JN), Andy Bonner (AB) & Nicola Tindale (NT) provided their apologies.
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	Declaration of Interest in respect of matters to be discussed.
· No interests were declared.
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	Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council meetings held on 4th July 2023 - to approve the minutes as a true record.
It was unanimously resolved that the Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council meeting held on 4th July 2023 be accepted as an accurate record and were duly signed by the Vice Chairman.
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	Matters arising from the minutes.
· All items were discussed later in the agenda.
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	Public participation in accordance with Standing Orders s3 (d – k)

· The pathway by Darvil Road was reported as overgrown and impassable in places. DF to include work for the Lengthsman on Friday 13th October. 
· A report was made of a prolific speeding car on Darvil Road. CM to include an article in Bismonroptis.
· Several residents attended the meeting to express their concerns over the proposed housing development at Areia Norma.
These concerns included; 

Existing households being overlooked by proposals. There was desire for these houses to be single storey. 

Screening of the development and the desire to retain some of the existing trees and scrubs for screening purposes (2m height preference)
Residents were encouraged to make comments on the planning application on East Hampshire District Council website. 
· The sewage plant at Hale Close has not been investigated following reports about its smell and noise. CL to chase with Environment Agency. 
· Clevertouch parking was discussed. The travel plan in place for the Clevertouch site states that the Thai Lougue should be used as a car-park for employees. Residents report that is not used significantly, with the surrounding roads used instead. The travel plan will be reviewed at 5 years. CL to investigate when this review is due.
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	Hampshire County Council Broadband- update

· The company ‘Cityfibre’ was awarded the contract to provide a fibre connection to 76,000 households in Hampshire. They have produced a map and this details those households in Ropley included within the scheme. There are a couple of areas not included.
Implementation is likely to commence in 2025.
· Outside of the above scheme, the provider ‘Gigaclear’ have offered some houses in Ropley a fibre connection and are currently providing fibre down A31 and the outlying areas of Four marks, Alton Lane and Willis Lane. 
They are proposing to supply some places in Ropley; Winchester Road, Dunsells Lane, Church Lane, part of Vicarage Lane, part of Petersfield Road and Gascoigne Lane. 
It is unclear what impact this work will have on the Cityfibre contract.

There is a meeting scheduled for 8th September where we hope to find out further information.
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	Recreation ground (DF/GS/JR)
· The application for East Hampshire District Council Community Infrastructure Levy funds towards the new play equipment was not successful. We are currently looking at how to progress this.
· New fencing work has been completed behind the tennis club and car-park.

· All hedges will be cut by C&D trees shortly.
· The cricket season is over and all equipment has been removed. 

· The weed spraying will take place shortly. This will follow the newly approved reduced spraying schedule. 
· The pitches are due to be vertidrained over the Christmas period.
· Many thanks to JR for removing the scrap metal.
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	Planning:

I. Previous applications: decisions notified by EHDC and comments from PC
Reference No: 21567/003 PARISH: Four Marks Location: Autumn Cottage, Kitwood Lane, Ropley, Alresford, Alton, SO24 0DB Proposal: Increase in roof height to form first floor living accommodation, gable extensions to front & rear, dormer windows to rear.(resubmission of 21567/002) Decision: PERMISSION Decision Date: 5 July, 2023
Reference No: 34053/008 PARISH: Ropley Location: St Peter's Church, Church Street, Ropley, Alresford Proposal: Crushed stone vehicle track and car parking to land north of St Peter's Church. Decision: PERMISSION Decision Date: 4 July, 2023

Reference No: 26178/004 PARISH: Ropley Location: Allington, Court Lane, Ropley, Alresford, SO24 0DE Proposal: Lawful development certificate proposed - construction of a garden shed Decision: LAWFULNESS CERTIF - PROPOSED - PERMITTED Decision Date: 11 July, 2023

Reference No: 56315/004 PARISH: Ropley Location: Avalon House, Winchester Road, Four Marks, Alton, GU34 5JB Proposal: Prior approval of a proposed enlargement of a dwellinghouse by construction of an additional storey over the principle part of the dwelling Decision: PRIOR APPROVAL IS REQUIRED AND APPROVED Decision Date: 19 July, 2023 

Reference No: 55797/009 PARISH: Ropley Location: Land West of The Ramblers, Bighton Hill, Ropley, Alresford Proposal: Change of use from mixed equestrian and agricultural to non commercial equestrian use Decision: PERMISSION Decision Date: 19 July, 2023
II. Planning applications

Case No.

Address 

Description 

55041/001

Aurea-Norma, The Dene, Ropley, Alresford, SO24 0BH

Demolition of existing residential dwelling, and erection of five dwelling houses, with associated access, landscaping and parking
38373/014

Harcombe House, Park Lane, Ropley, Alresford, SO24 0BE

Construction of a detached garage, gates, and piers.
25218/007

Meadow Barn, Petersfield Road, Monkwood, Alresford, SO24 0HB

Conversion of barn to single residential dwelling, part conversion, part demolition and rebuild of barn to residential annexe and associated internal and external works
30944/016

Hunters Hill, Petersfield Road, Monkwood, Alresford, SO24 0HB

Application for a Lawful Development Certificate for continued use as dwelling house and removal of agricultural tie in relation to condition 3 of permission reference ALR7588
60191 HSE

2 Orchard Gate, Ropley, Alresford, SO24 0FD

Single storey front and side extension and relocation of 2 Metre fence to front 
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	Finance 

I. Payments paid electronically in line with item 9 (iii) of Ropley Parish Council minutes dated 5th April 2016.

04.07.23

Affordable IT

monthly It sub

65.28

04.07.23

HALC 

yearly membership

514.64

13.07.23

HSBC

monthly charge 

5.00

17/07.23

James FCS Lt

Footpath renovation project

453.12

19.07.23

Ro Door 

balance of sports club door

1397.4

27.07.23

PHS 

period 3 rec main

647.32

27.07.23

R French

Salary

540.38

27.07.23

Farm & Country 

balance of footpath quote

26.4

12.08.23

HSBC

monthly charges 

5.00

17.08.23

Centrewire

Footpath project 

930.00

17.08.23

CIA systems

MUGA booking system 

525.6

18.08.23

Affordable IT

monthly It sub

65.28

18.08.23

Secure a field 

Footpath project 

699.65

28.08.23

Secure a field 

Footpath project 

675.47

28.08.23

R French

salary 

424.90

II. Payments to be authorised.

· A cheque for £2340 (incl. VAT)  for Norse providing the recreation ground bin collection was presented and duly signed.
· The Parish Council agreed in Feb 2023 to make a grant towards the domain hosting of the MyRopley website of £40 per annum for 3 years. This year’s cost is £53.88 and the increase is covered by the donation they gave last year following the closure of their bank account. 

The Clerk enquired if the Council would like to amend this Motion to cover increased costs. Councillors felt that rather than increasing the grant amount, this cost should be considered within the Parish Council’s budget.
III. Q1 bank reconciliation- JS to approve
JS approved Q1 paperwork and it was duly signed.

IV. Q1 budget comparison

The budget comparison was discussed. The VAT column within income will no longer be included.
V. Motion: To approve the acquisition of a new finance software package ‘Advantedge’ on a 5 year contract at £305.00 per annum. With initial set up and training £695.00 Ex Vat for 2023/24 expenditure.
Proposed by CM, seconded by JR and all in favour.
This will be taken from general reserves and covered in the next budget (2024/25)

VI. Motion: To purchase a new noticeboard at the cost of £950.00 Ex VAT (subject to agreement with the Village Hall Committee on the location).

Proposed JR, seconded by CM and all in favour 
There is £600 in the communication budget and the remaining funds will come from general reserves. 
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	Report from District Councillor

· East Hampshire District Council are now moving meetings to locations across the district to enable residents to get involved with council meetings.
· Motions have been passed on climate change and the council aims to complete a full carbon audit on all operations, in order to assess where it is currently and where they can reduce the carbon footprint. We expect this to be completed by March 2024.

· Waste collection continues to be biggest issue for the district. The reliability of vehicles and obtaining spare parts is causing collection issues. 
Two lorries have caught fire. The first time from a disposable barbecue. 
East Hampshire District Council are currently exploring different options, including owning the vehicles. 

· The Government’s Planning Bill is going through parliament and this will impact district planning in the long term. 
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	Reports of Committees:

I. Highway (JR)
· Lyeway Lane trees
A meeting was arranged with Countryside Services on site and they confirm that they have no responsibility for the trees. This was followed with a meeting with Highways. They have agreed to refer the issue to the asset team who will look for owner of the land. Depending on this outcome they will ask the arboriculture team to look at them and determine whether works are required. The arboriculture team will either arrange any works that are required themselves or enforce the landowner to carry out works.

· A31 Bighton Hill 
The landowner was issued with an Enforcement Notice regarding the slurry escaping onto the road. Action has been taken by the landowner and the drains cleaned. 
· Flooding project, Gascoigne Lane 
Hampshire County Council have found that the soakaway at Pentland is less than 10 metres from road, so approval is now required from the Chief Engineer.

· Clarification on riparian drains 
Hampshire County Council will no longer clear drains and gullies and responsibility will be down to landowner regardless of previous clearance being done. 
Hampshire County Council are asking for Parish Council assistance in advising landowners. However they have no list of where they are, nor does there appear to be any penalty if work is not carried out. JR to monitor.
· Drainage clearance 

A list of road drains that require clearing have been reported. 12 tickets have now been issued for all sites that were appropriate.
· Hook Lane 
Missing road marking was raised by a parishioner and a ticket has been raised.
· Park Lane
Driveway treatment on the road has been reported for enforcement action by Hampshire County Council engineer.

· Andrews Lane 
Clearance is required and is the responsibility of Hampshire County Council Highways. A ticket has been issued but so far no action.

· A31   
Hampshire County Council have agreed to get maintenance to address the problem of worn out road markings at junction of Gascoigne Lane. 
They have agreed longer term to look at other issues along A31 to address excessive speed. Accident records over last 5 years do not allow Hampshire County Council to take any special action, but small changes can be achieved without cost to the Parish Council.
· Speed Indicator Device

A new camera pole has been approved for Gascoigne Lane

· East Hampshire speed initiative- discussion.
No application was submitted to take part in the pilot project. We requested an extension to 1st October which was refused. We have been advised we will be considered for stage 2

The project will need volunteers. There are also cost implications; £180 per camera per annum and £176 license. However, we are unsure if the licence covers per camera or per village at present.
II. Footpaths (CM)
Ongoing issues
· The application for Webb Lane to become a Right of Way is currently being investigated by Hampshire Country Council. We provided information to show that the path was used by lots of residents over many years. 
Representatives from Hampshire County Council walked Webb Lane and have written a report to provide recommendations and this will then be put out for public consultation
· Footpath 24 had a fallen tree and the land owner has cut the tree down.

· Footpath 28 remains overgrown and this has been referred to Hampshire County Council.
· Footpath 2 is very overgrown and this has been reported through Hampshire County Council’s website.

· Bowers Grove update- the land was sold to multiple parties. 
The Parish Council was asked by a group of residents if they would support an application for the implementation of a Right of Way at this site. The Parish Council confirmed it would support a resident application for the Right of Way.

Since this time, barriers and signs have been erected to prevent access.
· Improving Ropley Footpaths – Progress Report August 2023

1.  Introduction
The rights of way in Ropley provide community links from the multiple hubs of the village to the village centre, where there is a primary school, shop, church, parish hall, and recreation ground with sports facilities. They also form big circular routes that are popular with trail users from all over the area. Part of St. Swithun's Way goes through Ropley. Ropley's footpath network has a large number of stiles, which means that access for people with limited mobility is constrained. Ropley Parish Council is keen to improve access to the footpath network by replacing stiles with kissing gates and gates. This is in line with the Ropley Neighbourhood Plan 
https://www.easthants.gov.uk/planning-services/planning
policy/neighbourhood-planning/ropley-neighbourhood-plan 
The aims of the project are to: 

1. Improve access to footpaths that provide safe walking links between the village centre and outlying clusters of housing in Ropley (for example, Soames Lane, Ropley Dean, Gilbert Street) described as ‘priority routes’. 

2. Improve access to circular walks, providing a positive impact on physical and mental health. 

The rights of way and their numbers can be found on the definitive map – a copy of which can be found here 

Using volunteers 

A group of volunteers has been established to help install the kissing gates so that we can buy more gates with the funds available. This is fairly heavy work, as it includes digging holes for new posts. Coffee and cake is provided! The Ropley Footpath Improvement Team (RFIT) currently has 12 members. We are grateful to the volunteers for their hard work and enthusiasm. 

Contact Catherine Mitchell cmitchell@ropleypc.org to find out how to join the group of volunteers.

New kissing gates installed 

Two kissing gates have been installed in 2023: one on footpath 4 at the junction with Gascoigne Lane, and a second one on footpath 29, where it enters the woods. Plans are at an advanced stage for installing quite a few more kissing gates over the next few months, including on footpaths 24, 28, 30, and 38. We are grateful to the landowners for their support with the project. 
Funding 
The project is being funded by contributions from Hampshire County Council, Ropley Parish Council, Ropley Society, our county councillor and district councillor, and local residents.
To read more information on the phases of the project or the full report, please visit https://www.myropley.org.uk/footpaths/
III. Communications (CM)

· The website has a new administrator, who has fixed some of the issues of Ropley Village website. The MyRopley website is now visible on Google search.
· There is a need to find a volunteer deputy administrator.

· Some training is required so that a group can add content to the website. This includes the website editor, a deputy, the Clerk and Parish Council Comms lead. 
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	I. Ropley Society- nothing further to report.
II. Friends of St. Peter's Church (AB)- no report provided.
III. HALC /EHALC- nothing to report.
IV. Parish Hall Management Committee (AB)- no report provided. 
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	Correspondence up to 5th September 2023
· Country Councillor, Russell Oppenheimer’s monthly update. 
· A local action group, the ‘Ropley Quarry Action Group’ has been set up to monitor work at the quarry on Soames Lane.
· The Parish Council has been asked by the Coffee Room Committee to consider becoming a Trustee of the charity. The Parish Council will discuss this at the next parish council meeting.
· A parishioner has offered to repaint a bench at the recreation ground. DF & GS to discuss. 



	
	Meeting ends 21.11
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