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	Tuesday 3rd October 2023 at 7.40pm in the large room of Ropley Village Hall


	
	

	
	MINUTES 


	
	Those in attendance:

Cllr George Brown, Chair (GB), Drew Fielden, Vice Chair (DF), Giles Stogdon (GS), Jenny Nops (JN), Catherine Mitchell (CM), John Reeve (JR), Andy Bonner (AB), Nicola Tindale (NT) & 

Non-voting members: District Councillor Charles Louisson (CL) (ex-officio) & Becky French (BF) Clerk to the Parish Council. 



	1
	Apologies for absence
· Jeff Soul (JS) provided his apologies.


	2
	Declaration of Interest in respect of matters to be discussed.
· The Clerk received a request from a member of the public to record the meeting. All participants were informed and asked if they agreed to being recorded. 
Several parishioners did not want to be recorded, so it was agreed that only Councillors and the planning agent would be covered.

· DF declared an interest in Colebrook Field 

· GS declared an interest in the drainage project under Highways.


	3
	Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council meetings held on 5th September 2023 - to approve the minutes as a true record.
· It was unanimously resolved that the Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council meeting held on 5th September 2023 be accepted as an accurate record and were duly signed by the Chairman.



	4
	Matters arising from the minutes.
· Hale Close sewage plant issues- CL has recontacted Environmental Health and they have sent another letter to the housing agent, Sovereign. 
· Clever Touch parking- CL has reviewed the travel plan and confirms it is due for renewal in February 2024.
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	Public participation in accordance with Standing Orders s3 (d – k)
· A parishioner enquired about a new noticeboard for the Dene and it was confirmed that a new board has been placed in this area. 

· Many residents attended to share their objections to the planning application 60189 land north of Dene Cottage.
The concerns were;

· The community benefit was questioned.
· Elevated position in the landscape

· Loss of agricultural land
· Loss of biodiversity 

· Assessing this proposal against applications already submitted in Ropley, such as the Aurea-Norma planning application. 

· Is the type of housing what the community needs?

· Mitigation of flooding, 

· Mitigation of pollution, nitrates, phosphates and the impact on the river Alre.
· Increase in traffic movements.
· Access to the A31

Two residents spoke in support of the development and these comments included;
· Providing affordable housing for local people

· Provision of additional leisure space

· A footpath/cycle link from Bighton Hill to the village

· Possibility of CIL funds for the village and local school

· The work to provide a Ropley war memorial was considered. 
A group of volunteers are planning a war memorial to be situated in the churchyard. 
The group would like the Parish Council to consider;

· Taking ownership of the structure 
· Supporting the project with Parish Council funds

There were a number of issues to consider and this item will be brought to the next parish council meeting for consideration.
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	Proposal to change the Trustees of “The Jacob and Mary Hagen Trust” (Reg Charity no. 205039)

(The assets of the trust include the Coffee Room, the Courtyard Shop and liquid assets).
· Alan Parsonson provided an outline of the proposal.

· The Management Committee of the Trust seek, in the first instance, the approval of the Parish Council to become the Trustee of the Trust, subject to wider community consultation, and then to seek, by whatever means, approval of the wider community in order that the Winchester Diocesan Board of Finance (WDBF) can instigate the process to effect the necessary changes with the Charity Commission. It should be noted that, at this stage, no other changes to the existing trust document would be made.

Motion: For the Parish Council to become the Trustee of “The Jacob and Mary Hagen Trust (Reg Charity no. 205039)
Proposed by NT, seconded JN and in favour. 1 Councillor abstained from voting.
· To gauge participants opinion for the proposal, the Chair asked for people to indicate if they are in support of the plans, did not support this work or wanted to abstain from voting.
A majority of people at the meeting were in support of the proposals. 2 people objected. 
· GS suggested that if the Parish Council were to become the Trustee, then it would seem appropriate that they are involved in the selection of the management committee, rather than the parochial church council Alan Parsonson confirmed that could be addressed in the future.


	  6
	Hampshire County Council Broadband- update
· A meeting was attended with CityFibre, our MP and Hampshire County Council on the broadband project. 

In July the Government awarded the contract to CityFibre to cover 76,000 homes across Hampshire. Some areas in Hampshire are not currently covered, but the contract was designed to get fibre as far as possible.
CityFibre are currently working on the 4 new exchanges, which will be located in Basingtsoke, Andover, Winchester and Fleet- it is currently unconfirmed where the Ropley feed will originate from. 
· Ropley has been awarded 100% coverage with CityFibre.

· A company called Gigaclear has been contacting residents in Ropley. They have been doing some work in Four Marks and are looking to continue this work into Ropley. 
· There are concerns that if Gigaclear installs fibre in some of the easier areas, this may have an impact on the viability of the CityFibre project for Ropley.
· The CityFibre project is looking to install fibre within the next 2 years.
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	Recreation ground (DF/GS/JR)
· GS confirmed that the Tennis Club have been approached by a local netball league to rent our MUGA facility. This is likely to be a 10-14 week trial and then reviewed. 
This is a good opportunity for the village and will hopefully encourage residents to get involved. 

	8
	Planning:

I. Presentation by David Jobbins, Planning Agent acting on behalf of the landowner with respect to the planning application at Bighton Hill (EHDC Ref: 60189).
· David Jobbins gave a presentation about the proposed development.
· Councilors expressed a desire for the developer to re-think the community contributions of the planning application and to consult with the village.
II. New applications
Case No.

Address 

Description 

59812/001

Hawkstone, Swelling Hill, Ropley, Alresford, SO24 0DA

Lawful Development Certificate Proposed - single storey rear extension

No objection.

59812/002
Hawkstone, Swelling Hill, Ropley, Alresford, SO24 0DA
Conversion of garage to habitable room with external alterations (HSE)
No objection.

60189
Land North of Dean Cottage, Bighton Hill, Ropley, Alresford
Outline application with all matters reserved except for access; for up to 28 dwellings with associated parking, public open space, drainage, alterations to access off Bighton Hill and new public car park for heritage railway (OUT) 
Object. Ropley Parish Council wish to support the village neighbourhood plan. This development is contrary to RNP 3 of the said plan being located in an identified area of Significant Visual Prominence,
However should EHDC be mindful to approve the application we have a number of other concerns /comments:
Prior to any approval we request EHDC are assured of a robust and realistic drainage scheme. This development will significantly increase the water runoff and the topography of the site will raise the likelihood of flooding on the A31, as well as being assured that the proposal is able to mitigate against the increase in nitrates and phosphates .
Consideration to be given to the safety of the Bighton Hill road junction with the A31, with the increased traffic that will be generated and the limited visibility towards Alton on an already busy A road with ever increasing traffic flow. 
Community benefit. The Parish Council are not assured of the perceived community benefits that are being reported and would request further discussions with the land owner/developer as to the additional community benefits being offered with the site development eg the car park, pedestrian access to the village and the addition sports field.  

In consideration of the topography of the site we would suggest that when planning the details of the site consideration was given to reducing the visibility with lower levels houses, ie bungalows on the upper areas of the site and ensuring sympathetic use of build materials to further reduce the visibility
22226/005

Vine House, North Street, Ropley, Alresford, SO24 0DF

Refurbishment and conversion of existing outbuilding to provide store, home office, and ancillary living space. (HSE) 
No objection subject to it not being ancillary to the main building. 

No objection subject to use ancillary to main dwelling, not to be let or sold separately.

23760/004

The Forge, Church Street, Ropley, Alresford, SO24 0DS

Listed Building Consent for external and internal alterations comprising of replacement windows, doors, roof tiles, rendering and underfloor heating. Structural alterations involve repointing, underpinning, partial rebuild of external wall and other alterations (LBC) 

No objection.

23760/003
The Forge, Church Street, Ropley, Alresford, SO24 0DS
External and internal alterations comprising of replacement windows, doors, roof tiles, rendering and underfloor heating. Structural alterations involve repointing, underpinning, partial rebuild of external wall and other alterations (HSE) 
No objection.

35227/020 
Flat Spaces Watercress Lodges and Campsite, Bighton Hill, Ropley, Alresford, SO24 9SQ
Change of use of camping area to two holiday let cabins with associated external works. (FUL)
Object. The area of land identified for this application was not part of the land granted change of use to camping, it is still agricultural land.

III. Previous applications: decisions notified by EHDC and comments from PC

Reference No: 57683/001 PARISH: Ropley Location: Dene Stores, The Dene, Ropley, Alresford, SO24 0BH Proposal: Conversion and two storey extension to side/rear to form three flats with a retained ground floor commercial unit (use class E), associated parking, access and landscaping (amended plans received 17/5/21, 5/8/21 and 11/8/23 and nitrates information received 6/12/22, 27/1/23 and 24/7/23) Decision: PERMISSION Decision Date: 6 September, 2023

Reference No: 20717/008 PARISH: Ropley Location: Beech House, Soames Lane, Ropley, Alresford, SO24 0ER Proposal: Single storey extension to rear, single storey front extension to garage and changes to fenestration detailing including replacement rear dormer windows and rear solar panels. Decision: PERMISSION Decision Date: 12 September, 2023

Reference No: 20956/016 PARISH: Ropley Location: Hedges, Parkstone Road, Ropley, Alresford, SO24 0EW Proposal: Proposed garage and machinery store, with playroom in the roof space and an external stair. Decision: PERMISSION Decision Date: 20 September, 2023 

Reference No: 60138 PARISH: Ropley Location: 12 Dunsells Close, Dunsells Lane, Ropley, Alresford, SO24 0DN Proposal: Lawful development certificate proposed - loft conversion with rear dormer to rear and rooflights to the front Decision: LAWFULNESS CERTIF - PROPOSED - PERMITTED Decision Date: 20 September, 2023
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	Finance 

I. Payments paid electronically in line with item 9 (iii) of Ropley Parish Council minutes dated 5th April 2016.

12.09.23

HSBC

bank charges 

5.00

13.09.23

Sawscapes

replacement step

270.00

13.09.23

PHS Group

Rec maintenance 

671.52

13.09.23

Affordable IT

Monthly IT sub

65.28

22.09.23

R french 

salary 

575.21

03.10.23

C. Mitchell

Footpath expenses 

66.00

03.10.23

BDO LLP

External Auditor fee

378.00

03.10.23

Affordable IT

Yearly domain fee

 25.20
03.10.23

C. Mitchell

Footpath equipment 

99.94

II. Payments to be authorised.
2023/24 Insurance premium for £2,578.32

III. Bank mandate- signatories
The Clerk will amend the current bank mandate to include JS as a signatory.
IV. Budget requests 2024/25.
· Considerations for the budget included;

Footpath project. A total of £19,000.00 is required for stage 2. Hampshire County Council may have funds in 2023/ 24. 
Website training
Play area- to complete the proposed playground improvements
Speed Watch cameras. £1000 for maintenance of cameras.
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	Report from District Councillor
· With recent stories in the national press about council finances, East Hampshire District Council have spent time defending its financial strategy. It was reported that East Hampshire is the 13th indebted council in the country, but a considerable amount of income comes from these investments. East Hampshire District Council recognise there are challenges ahead with inflation but currently the portfolio makes a good return on the investments.

· The district-wide carbon audit is currently underway. This study aims to analyse the council’s carbon footprint and to make recommendations on how to reduce this across the operations. The outcome of this study is due in December.
· The development sites for the Local Plan are due to be released in December. The site allocations will draw on the findings of a current transport study along the A31 and will look at potential development sites along this corridor. 
· East Hampshire District Council is required to find 3000 houses until 2040 and with these challenges much focus is required to solve these issues.
· It was agreed that Ropley’s Neighbourhood Plan committee should be re-established and update the Housing Assessment Need document. Clerk to bring to the next meeting. 
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	Reports of Committees:

I. Highway (JR)
· Lyeway Lane trees
An email has been sent by Highways to arboriculture team on 12th August, requesting them to investigate trees. This can take up to 8 weeks . No response as yet and no further information on land ownership.

· Gascoigne Lane
Engineers have found that the soakaway planned for Penland is less than 10 metres from road, so Chief Engineer signoff is now required. 
· Drains / gullys
The tickets issued based on the Parish Council’s list have in the main been answered. Hampshire Highways say there is a two year plan for clearance in place. This is contrary to information received from County Councillor Russell Oppenheimer. We await a response from Hampshire County Council.
· Highways clearance
Tickets have been raised with Hampshire County Council for the following pathways; near bus stops at both the Chequers and opposite the old Dene stores, Bighton Hill path and Stapley Lane hedgerow. We await action/ response.
· Hook Lane

The road markings have now been completed.

· Park Lane Road

Enforcement action raised by HCC engineer and a letter has been sent to the developer.
· Andrews Lane 
Hampshire County Council is responsible for clearance. A ticket has been issued, but no action thus far. 

· A31   
Hampshire County Council have agreed to address the problem of worn-out road markings at junction of Gascoigne Lane.
Longer term, Hampshire County Council have agreed to look at other issues along A31 to address excessive speed. Accident records over last 5 years do not allow Hampshire County Council to take any special action, but small changes can be achieved without cost to Ropley Parish Council. 

· Speed Indicator Device (SID) 
The camera pole has been approved for Gascoigne Lane and we await installation.
We are awaiting information from Hampshire Police regarding the use of a static speed camera van around the Chequers development area.
· Speed Watch

Councillors discussed the proposed pilot project to install speed cameras in the village. It was agreed that Ropley would apply for 3 cameras as part of the scheme. CL agreed to contact East Hampshire District Council to ask about an application for the provision of the three cameras.
II. Footpaths (CM)
Ongoing issues:

· FP 2 the section of this path in between the A31 and Colebrook Field is overgrown. CM to investigate who has responsibility for the path.
Footpath project: 
· FP28 a new kissing gate has been installed.
· FP 24 will shortly have a new kissing gate installed and this will be a stile-free footpath.
· The projects aims to install a further 7 kissing gates by the end of November.
III. Communications (CM)

Please send articles` to CM for the Parish Magazine ‘Bismonroptis’.
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	I. Ropley Society- nothing further to add.
II. Friends of St. Peter's Church (AB)- nothing further to add.
III. HALC /EHALC- nothing to report.
IV. Parish Hall Management Committee (AB) nothing further to add 
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	Correspondence up to 5th September 2023
· Esso pipeline project update
· Quarry development at Soames Lane. There is a meeting arranged on site and Chair Goerge Brown will attend.
· County Councillor, Russell Oppenheimer’s monthly update. 



	
	Meeting ends

22.01 
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