
	
	ROPLEY PARISH COUNCIL

	
	

	
	

	
	Tuesday 7th November 2023 at 7.30pm in the small room of Ropley Village Hall


	
	

	
	MINUTES 


	
	Those in attendance:

Cllr George Brown, Chair (GB), Drew Fielden, Vice Chair (DF), Giles Stogdon (GS), Jenny Nops (JN), Catherine Mitchell (CS), John Reeve (JR), Andy Bonner (AB) & Jeff Soul (JS)  

Non-voting members: District Councillor Charles Louisson (CL) (ex-officio) & Becky French (BF) Clerk to the Parish Council. 



	1
	Apologies for absence
Nicola Tindale (NT) provided her apologies.


	2
	Declaration of Interest in respect of matters to be discussed.
· No interests were declared.


	3
	Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council meetings held on 5th October 2023 - to approve the minutes as a true record.
· It was unanimously resolved that the Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council meeting held on 5th October 2023 be accepted as an accurate record and were duly signed by the Chairman.



	4
	Matters arising from the minutes.
· Hale Close sewage plant issues. CL confirmed that the management company ‘Sovereign’ is yet to respond to our queries relating to these issues.


	5
	Public participation in accordance with Standing Orders s3 (d – k)

· A resident objected about a planning application for 4 Dene Close and plans for the septic tank location.
· A resident enquired about the status of Ropley’s Neighbourhood Plan and the proposed development on land adjacent to Hale Close. GB confirmed that a representative from Hayward Homes will attend the December Parish Council to present further ideas, including affordable housing.
· A resident objected about a planning application for 4 Dene Close including concerns surrounding the drainage, septic tank location and parking within the curtilage of the property. 


	6
	My Ropley website
Discussion: the Parish Council to take on the financial and administrative responsibility for this website.

The Parish Council now owns the website domain (www.myropley.org ) and is financially responsible for this website. 
It is a village website and contains articles and information from third party sources.

The Council discussed the method for selecting and uploading articles to the website and how best to mitigate any issues with third party content information. 
It was felt a policy was required to set out a procedure and a disclaimer was required for display on the website.

JR to contact Four Marks parish Council and liaise with CM.


	7
	Village War Memorial proposal- report by Councillor Drew Feilding
The Memorial committee sought the agreement of Ropley PC for the proposed war memorial to be a parish council asset and asked for a financial contribution of £3,000 towards the memorial costs.

The PC agreed in principle with the proposed memorial project and its siting in the churchyard, close to the flag pole and the wall bordering Church Street. The style of the memorial is shown and is to be 9 feet high in rough hewn stone (stone selection to be finalised).  The favoured inscription for the memorial, which has  been discussed with Ropley School children, is: “We remember with thanks and pride those who give their lives serving this country in conflict”.

The fallen in the two World Wars will be reflected by adding an inscription: “The names of those who fell in the two world wars are recorded in the church”. The option to inscribe the names on a bronze or brass plaque attached to the monument would remain, but possibly for a later date.

Two quotes are being investigated with three options and dependant on the stone selected. All three are currently costed at circa £6,500 but this could increase with the final selected design and inscriptions, but will be less than £10,000. A Memorial Fund has been established to finance the project currently holding over £1,000. Various related charities are being approached for funding support and a parish wide fundraising scheme will be undertaken.
Three areas of support from the PC are sought:

1. Ownership of the memorial as a PC asset and hence contracted by the PC and can claim VAT back.
2. A contribution of £3000 towards the purchase and installation.

3. Inclusion of the memorial on the PC asset register for insurance purposes.

The memorial will be on church land and the memorial committee will apply for a Faculty through the Diocesan Registry for its siting (the Diocese has confirmed this). This is in line with most village memorials on church land where the memorial is owned by the community or parish but sited on church ground. 

It is not anticipated that this will be required for several years but any costs arising will either be met from any residue of the initial fundraising or from fundraising at the time.

The design to be simple and similar to the cross pictured here. It will be 9 ft high with 2 base blocks. The topmost block to be inscribed on the front face with “We remember with thanks and pride those who give their lives serving this country in conflict” and on the obverse: “The names of those who fell in the two world wars are recorded in the church”.  The lower base block will be clear and on which  at a later date, may be added a bronze plate(s) inscribed with names of those who died in the two world wars,40 WW1 and 19 WW2 names.
Motion: That the Parish Council takes ownership of the proposed village war memorial to be sited in the churchyard of St Peter’s and contributes £3,000 from the Community Infrastructure Fund (CIF) to its purchase.

Proposed by DF, seconded by GS and all in favour.


	  7
	Hampshire County Council Broadband- update

· The government project to install broadband in Ropley was awarded to CityFibre, who aim to survey our area in January 2024. Ropley is in phase 4 (last stage) of the Hampshire project.
· CM to update the website section about the broadband initiative with text from the latest Bismonroptis article.

	8
	Recreation ground (DF/GS/JR)
· We had an incident of someone driving a vehicle over the recreation ground. There has been no long-term damage and the verti-draining was brought forward and has improved the ground. 

· The hedge cutting around the site have been partially completed. Our contractor will return to complete the job. 
We have also instructed C&D trees to significantly cut back some hedging and this will improve the area and reduce the requirement for such an extensive cut next year. 
· Our grass cutting contractor, PHS will not renew our contract. We have been transferred to another subsidiary company (Green Leaf) and they have quoted £10,000, as compared with £6500 of our current agreement. 

Due to the rise in cost, we have asked them to requote for reducing our grass cuts to once every 2 weekly cuts from March-November. In theory this should reduce the costs. 
We are also looking for 2/3 comparison quotes from other companies. 

It was proposed to put £8000 in the budget for grass cutting.
· An elm tree needs removing at the recreation ground. A resident has also raised this issue with the Clerk. We have instructed C&D trees to inspect the trees, quote and complete the work.
· JR reported that two gates at the recreation ground require fixing. DF confirmed that Mike Newman been asked to fix them and we await this work.
· Benches and picnic benches require cleaning. DF confirmed that a local contractor has been asked to repair and clean all benches and picnic tables over the winter months.


	9
	Planning:

I. Previous applications: decisions notified by EHDC and comments from PC
Reference No: 22113/015 PARISH: Ropley Location: Tayville, Stapley Lane, Ropley, Alresford, SO24 0EL Proposal: Demolition of the existing house and garage and construction of a replacement dwelling with integral garage (as amended by plans received 27 September 2023). Decision: PERMISSION Decision Date: 2 October, 2023 

Reference No: 35227/020 PARISH: Ropley Location: Flat Spaces Watercress Lodges and Campsite, Bighton Hill, Ropley, Alresford, SO24 9SQ Proposal: Change of use of camping area to two holiday let cabins with associated external works. Decision: WITHDRAWN Decision Date: 5 October, 2023

Reference No: 55567/023 PARISH: Ropley Location: Development site on land west of, Park Lane, Ropley, Alresford Proposal: Detached dwelling and detached double garage (plot 4) Decision: WITHDRAWN Decision Date: 12 October, 2023 

Reference No: 38373/014 PARISH: Ropley Location: Harcombe House, Park Lane, Ropley, Alresford, SO24 0BE Proposal: Construction of a detached garage, gates, and piers. Decision: WITHDRAWN Decision Date: 10 October, 2023

Reference No: 23464/015 PARISH: Ropley Location: Oakleigh, Petersfield Road, Monkwood, Alresford, SO24 0HB Proposal: Lawful development certificate for a proposed development - Alter the existing mono pitch roof over the kitchen at the rear of the property to a gable end with feature gable glazing. Install a first-floor window (obscured glazing). Widen existing kitchen opening to accommodate a set of slim French windows. Decision: LAWFULNESS CERTIF - PROPOSED - PERMITTED Decision Date: 18 October, 2023

Reference No: 26521/009 PARISH: Ropley Location: The Clock House, Stapley Lane, Ropley, Alresford, SO24 0EL Proposal: New dormer windows and pitched roof section to first floor of chalet bungalow (further ecological information received 14/7/23 and amended plans received 12/10/23) Decision: PERMISSION Decision Date: 20 October, 2023 

Reference No: 60191 PARISH: Ropley Location: 2 Orchard Gate, Ropley, Alresford, SO24 0FD Proposal: Single storey front and side extension and relocation of 2 Metre fence to front Decision: PERMISSION Decision Date: 23 October, 2023 

Reference No: 39468/003 PARISH: Ropley Location: Dover Cottage, Church Street, Ropley, Alresford, SO24 0DS Proposal: Listed Building Consent for the removal of the existing internal wall between the kitchen and hallway, and insertion of replacement doors within rear elevation (Description amended 02/10/2023) (As amended by plan received 02/10/2023) Decision: CONSENT Decision Date: 23 October, 2023 

Reference No: 59812/002 PARISH: Ropley Location: Hawkstone, Swelling Hill, Ropley, Alresford, SO24 0DA Proposal: Conversion of garage to habitable room with external alterations Decision: PERMISSION Decision Date: 25 October, 2023
II. New applications

Case No.

Address 

Description 

59590/002

4 Dene Close, Ropley, Alresford, SO24 0BN

Detached dwelling on land adjoining No 4 Dene Close (Revised scheme of application 59590/001) (FUL) 

Ropley Parish Council have the following comments on this application:
Regarding the parking at the development Ropley Parish Council have no objection as long as EHDC are happy that the planned new parking space for the development is sited within the curtilage of the existing property and does not utilised the shared highway. 
We would wish to ensure that the planned drainage system does not produce a noise or smell that could affect the amenity of the neighbouring properties. 

Ropley Parish Council request that should permission be granted that a sympathetic and effective boundary hedge is retained on the western boundary so as to maintain the amenity of the neighbouring property.

In addition should this development be permitted, the council would request that the hours of building be restricted to Monday to Friday 9-5, Saturday 9-12md , with no work on Sundays or Bank holidays to protect the amenity of the local area

25218/008

Maybank Farm, Petersfield Road, Monkwood, Alresford, SO24 0HB

Prior notification of householder development - for three single storey extensions extending 8 metres beyond the rear wall of the original dwelling following removal of 1979 & 1985 extensions. (GPDE)

The Parish Council was unable to obtain an extension and was unable to make comments on this application.

23369/003

Oak Cottage, South Street, Ropley, Alresford, SO24 0DY

Two storey side extension and single storey rear extension, upgrading of existing garden room. (Amended description)
No objection.

59862/001
Ashdown House, Church Street, Ropley, Alresford, SO24 0DS
Single storey rear extension & integral double garage extension to front. 

No objection.

I. Ropley’s Neighbourhood Plan- discussion.
· The current Neighbourhood Plan expires in September 2024.
· Councillors agreed that we should re-establish a Neighbourhood Plan team. GB/CL to contact the previous group representatives to investigate their willingness to participate in updating the document. 
The Parish Council will need a representative. GB to contact NT to investigate if she is interested in this role.
· CL to investigate if Locality will fund this work or if there needs to be a budget line for this work in 2024/25 budget.

	10
	Finance 

I. Payments paid electronically in line with item 9 (iii) of Ropley Parish Council minutes dated 5th April 2016.

03.10.23

NORSE

bins 

2,340.00

03.10.23

C. Mitchell

Footpath expenses 

66.00

03.10.23

Affordable IT

Yearly domain fee

25.20

03.10.23

C. Mitchell

Footpath equipment 

99.94

07.10.23

Signs of Cheshire 

50% of the noticeboard

602.00

08.10.23

Centrewire

kissing gate

930.00

09.10.23

A Robson

Footpath accessories 

103.02

09.10.23

Affordable IT

Monthly sub

65.28

09.10.23

Complete Weed Control 

weed/spray 

794.40

09.10.23

Complete Weed Control 

weed/spray 

237.60

12.10.23

BDO LLP

External Auditor fee

378.00

13.10.23

HSBC

bank charges 

5.00

16.10.23

Secure a field 

Footpath project ( REF FP17 gate 4)  

581.18

16.10.23

UK web solutions 

Domian renewal for My Ropley website 

33.58

16.10.23

UK web solutions 

Hosting 2 years 

64.66

16.10.23

 

insurance

2578.32

17.10.23

Secure a field 

part 1 payment of invoice 15943

1500

18.10.23

Secure a field 

balance of invoice 15943

346.4

18.10.23

Farm and Country 

Footpath project gates fixings etc 

712.22

II. Payments to be authorised

· The Tennis Club have been remiss with both the annual club fee and invoicing the Parish Council for the MUGA insurance. The Clerk has received an invoice for this year and last year’s MUGA insurance premium. The invoices are £381.17 and £394.16 and paying both years within this financial year will take us over our budget for insurance by £148.05.

Cllrs agreed these payments.

· Website- the figures shared at last month’s Parish Council meeting weren’t correct and should have been recorded as the increased cost of domain renewal £27.98 and 2 year hosting £53.88.
III. Q2 bank reconciliation- JS to authorise

JS agreed Q2 paperwork and it was duly signed.

IV. Funding applications

· Footpath improvements at the churchyard- £13,645

· After discussion, it was agreed that only FP12 required some remedy work. There is a safety issue with the protruding tree roots. It was agreed that the parish council should contribute towards the cost of renewing the section of FP12 from Church Street to where it joins the new tarmac
AB asked to submit revised costs to the Parish Council and that this should include the use of porous tarmac.
· FP 13 requires some trimming but doesn’t seem necessary for replacement. It was felt this should be cut back rather than renewed.
· Ropley play area improvements

Ropley Parish Council was unsuccessful with a bid for strategic CIL funding and the new round of funding isn’t available until next year. This leaves a gap in funding the new play-area improvements. The Clerk proposed to complete these improvements using Ropley Parish Council available funds. The play area hasn’t been improved for many years and is a sector of the village we don’t get to support very often. 

Proposal: to use £8039.30 from CIL funds held by Ropley Parish Council and the remaining balance of £4000 from Ropley Parish Council’s Community Infrastructure Funds.

With the above and our current saved funds, we could proceed with the improvements and have £3000 in contingency funds for play area repairs moving forward.

· Councilors agreed this funding and for the play-area improvements works to go ahead.
V. Budget 2024/25.

· The budget was discussed.

· It was agreed to increase the precept amount by £1500 for 2024/25

· The budget line for grass cutting was amended to £8000. 

· Clerk to bring updated budget to the next Parish Council meeting for approval.


	11
	Report from District Councillor
· The next phase of the Local Plan is underway, with a list of housing sites being discussed internally. By 2040 the district needs to accommodate an additional 3500 houses. Most of this development will be focussed in/around the towns of Alton and Bordon. 
Hampshire County Council are producing a massive survey on the traffic on A31. New housing is also likely to be focussed on this area. A list of sites is due in the New Year, followed by a consultation with the public.

· East Hampshire District Council have been setting the budget for next year. This is a particular challenge when Government is capping District Council Tax increases at 3% or £5 for a Band D property and no significant funds on top on this. 
· East Hampshire District Council have been reviewing the cost of garden waste removal and there is likely to be an increase in this service, for the council to cover its costs. 

· Parking charges have been reviewed. These have not been increased in 6 years. The proposed increase will bring fees in line with the inflation of the previous 6 year freeze. The Council is exploring options to allow shorter visits into town.

	12
	Reports of Committees:

I. Highway (JR)

· Lyeway Lane trees
An email sent by Highways to arboriculture team on 12th August requesting them to investigate trees. This can take up to 8 weeks . Advised on the 17th October that there were more delays and could still be a number of weeks before the Arboriculture Inspector can visit .No information on land ownership at present.
· Gascoigne Lane drainage project
The Chief Engineers has agreed the soakaway at Penlan, subject to certain caveats. The start date is likely to be January and the road will be closed at Gilbert Street/ Swelling Hill for 4 weeks, whilst the work is completed.
· Drains / gullys
The following has been received from HCC “This is just a quick email to say that all gullies you reported as being blocked were again checked on Friday 13th October during heavy rainfall and were seen to be working as they should. The ditch on Duns ells Lane was also checked and appeared to be working. As a result, there is no further action required from Hampshire County Council at this time regarding this matter, therefore we will close the following enquiries”
Both Highways and Cllr Oppenheimer have confirmed Ropley is regarded as low risk so is on a 2 year cycle for cleaning. Last date for cleaning was October 2022 so now due in October 2024.
· Path clearance 
The paths near the bus stops at both Chequers and opposite the old Dene stores need clearing and this has been raised with Hampshire County Council. 

The paths at Bighton Hill and  Stapley Lane have overgrown  hedgerows. Tickets have been raised with Hampshire County Council, but no action as yet. 

Andrews Lane path clearing has now been completed.
· A31   
Hampshire County Council have agreed to address the problem of worn out road markings at junction of Gascoigne Lane. Awaiting this work.
Also longer term to look at other issues along A31 to address excessive speed . Accident records over last 5 years do not allow Hampshire County Council to take any special action, but small changes can be achieved without cost to Ropley Parish Council. Awaiting info from Highways.
The non working SLR ( speed limit reminder )on the A31 heading East towards Alton has been inspected by the Intelligent Traffic Systems team (ITS) who are responsible for all maintenance of such signs. They inform me that the signs on the A31 are now at least 16 years old and effectively beyond economical repair.
It has been agreed to fund replacement signs from the Casualty Reduction budget but this is not likely to be a quick fix. They are currently investigating what needs to be done and are estimating the costs. They will also be looking at the signs located in the 50mph speed limit heading toward Alton.

· Speeding

The Speed Indicator Device camera pole has been approved for Gascoigne lane, waiting installation
· Awaiting information from Hampshire police regarding static speed camera van and proposed use at the still approved Chequers location.
· ASW ( speed watch )
A new deadline for applications has been provided-  1st December 2023
We have received the approval for using SID/SLR sites from Hampshire police.
Discuss with Clerk the submission of the licence, together with the fee and also the application to EHDC for the cameras.
II. Footpaths (CM)

Ongoing issues

· FP 2- CM has investigated the ownership of the path between A31 and at Colebrook Field. Information seems to indicate that the landowner is responsible for vegetation clearance. CM to contact landowner.
Footpath Improvement project

· We have installed a further 2 kissing gates at FP28 and FP24. 

· A further 2 kissing gates are to be installed shortly on St Swithun’s Way, following agreement from the landowners. 
· CM wished to thank the volunteers in Ropley for their hard work on this project, as a considerable amount of work is required to install these gates. We would always value more people so please consider volunteering. 

III. Communications (CM)

· The website content is currently being reviewed and updated where necessary.

· JS has renewed the letters at the village hall community noticeboard.
· CM to include an article in BisMonRopTis seeking potential defibrillator locations in the village. We require a suitable site in the Monkwood area and somewhere in the vicinity of the old dene stores building and this must have access to an electricity supply. Please contact the Clerk if you have any suggestions. 
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	I. Ropley Society- nothing further to report.
II. Friends of St. Peter's Church (AB)- nothing further to report.
III. HALC /EHALC- nothing to report.
IV. Parish Hall Management Committee (AB)- nothing further to report.


	14
	Correspondence up to 7th November 2023

· ESSO pipeline update

· A meeting has been scheduled at the quarry, village representatives and County Council. GB to attend. 
· Country Councillor update from Russell Oppenheimer


	
	Meeting ends

9.14pm 

	
	Clerk Salary

· Councillors discussed the Clerk role and the recent job appraisal. 

· It was confirmed that the Clerk salary will rise by £1.25 per hour and should be back dated from June 2023.
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