Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2023/24

We acknowledge as the members of:

Ropley Parish Council

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statermnents for the year ended 31 March 2024, that:

1, Wa hava put in place arrangemants for offeciive nancial
fnanagement during the year, and for the preparation of v
Iha accounting statéments,

propared iis accounting stelemants in accordance
wath Ihe Accounts and Avdlt Regulations.

2. Wa maintained an adequate system of intemal control
including measuras designed to prevent and detact fraud v

made proper arangemants and accepled reaponshiity
for safoguarding the public money 8nd reseurces in

pon-compliance with laws, regulations and Propar v
Practicos that could have a significant financial affect
on tha ability of this authority to conduct it

business of manage its finances,

and corruption and reviewed s effactiveness, Its charge.
3, 'Wa took all reasonabla slaps o AssUnG oursslves has only dare what It has the lagal power to oo and has
that thare are na mallers of actual or potential eompliad with Proper Practices in doing o,

&, We provided propar opporunity during the year for
the axerciae of alectors’ dghts in accordance with the v
roquiremants of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

during the year gave alil parsans interestad the opponuniy (o
inspoct and ask questions aboul this sulhorly's accounts.

5, Wa carmed oul an assessmant of the ks tecing this
aulhordty and 1ook approprate steps to Mansge those -
rigka, Including the intraduction of intemal contrals andlor g
aiernal nsuranca cover whare requined.

congldered and documented the fnancial and obher isks It
faces and doalt with tfhem propery.

£, Wa maintained throughout the year an adaquate and

aranged for & compelent persar, indgpendent of the fnencial

in reports from intemal and axtarnal audil

affactive systam of Intarnal audit of the accounting v controls and procedurss, to give an obfective view on whaiher
records and control systems, intarmal controls maeet the needs of this smaller authority,
7. Wa took appropriate actien on all matters ralsed o respontad fo mattors brought to its-attention by infemal @nd

extemal audit,

B, \We considensd whather any litigation, liabillities or
commitmants, avanis or traneactions, ocourring oither
during ¢¢ afler the year-end, have @ firancial impact on v
this authodity and, whene appropeiate, have included tham
in the accounting statements,

1. {For local gouncils only) Trust funds Including
charilable, In our capacily 88 (he sote managing
trusten wa discharged our sccountability
responsibiitios for the fund(slassets, Induding
financlal reporting and, If requined, independant
axpmination o aldit.

digclosed everything it should have about its business netivity
during the year including ovants taking piace aflar the yoar
and I redovant,

hag mel alf of (ts esponsiblifies witere, a5 a body
corporata, It /s a sole managing trustes of a local
Irust or frusls.

v

*Pleasa provide explanations to the external auditor on

how the authority will address the weaknesses identifio

Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved al a
maating of tha authority on:

04/06/2024

and recorded as minute refarence:

9 V)

www.myropley.org.uk

a separate sheet for each 'No’ response and describe
d. These sheets must be published with the Annual

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
approvel was given:

: A
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2023/24 for

Ropley Parish Council

1. Balances brought Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year

forward 68,776 84,378| as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree to
Box 7 of provious poear.

2. (+) Precept or Rates and Tolal amount of precept (or for IDBS rates and lovies)

Levies 50,000 55,000 recetved or recelvable in ihe year. Exclude any grants

r recefvad,
3. (+) Tolal olher receaipls Tolal incoma or recaipls as récordad in the cashbook less
35,222 16,908 the precept or ratesdovies received (line 2). inchide any
| grants recaived,
4, (-) Staff coste Telal expenditure or paymants made to and on bahall
6.965 7.818 of all smployees, Include gross salanes and wages,
£ 1 empioyars NI cantributions, employers pension
confributions, grafulties and sevarance paymonis.

5. (=) Loan Interest/capital Total expendifure or payments of capital and inferest
repayments 0 O made during the year on the suthornlty's borrowings (If any).

6. (-} All ather paymenis { Tolal expanditure or payments as recorded in the cash-

62,655 68,469 book less stalf costs (line 4) and loan Interestcapital
repayments (line 5).

7. (=) Balances cared Total balances and reserves al the end of the year. Must
forward 84,378 78,999 oqual (1+2+3) - (4+5+6),

8. Total value of cash and : ] The sum of alf current and daposit bank accounts, cash
short term investments 84,378 78.998| hoidings and short term investments held as at 31 March -

To agree with bank reconciliation,

9. Tolal fixed assels plus The value of all the property the authorlly owns = It s made
long term invesiments B46 389 872,543 up of all s fixed assals and long term investments as at
and nsaals 31 March.

10, Total borrowings The outstanding capital balance ag at 31 March of all lnans

0 O from third parties (inchuding PWLE).
For Local Counclls Only
11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds v The Councll, as o body corporale, acts a8 sofe trustes and
(Including charitabla) Is responsible for managing Trust funds or askels.
11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds v The figuwres in the sccounling slatements above
(including charitabla) exclude any Trust lransactions.

| gertify that for the year ended 31 March 2024 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have béen prepared on elther a receipls and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidanca in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities - a
Practiioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and prasent fairly
the financlal position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authorityfor ap al

Dato 25/05/2024

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

04/06/2024

as recorded in minute reference:

G VA

Signod by Chair of the meeting whaere the Accounting

Statemetwam aﬂpmid/./-
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2023/24

In respect of Ropley Parish Council

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A limited
assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International
Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would.
The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate
for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02 as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website —
https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has
a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

» summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2024; and
+ confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2023/24

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, in our opinion the information in Sections
1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our
attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met. (*delete as appropriate).

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

None

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

3 External auditor certificate 2023/24

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014,
for the year ended 31 March 2024.

External Auditor Name

BDO LLP - Southampton

DocuSigned by:
External Auditor Signature EBDO LLP Date 02 August 2024
F88E8F3322FA4B1. ..
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