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New Post

Ever wondered how medieval floor tiles were made?
Monday 7th July - our next talk

Come along and find out more in this talk and demonstration by experimental archaeologist Dr
Tom Chamberlain

Ropley Parish Hall, Doors open and bar from 7pm

with talk starting at 7.30pm. Cash and Card. Me dieval ﬂOOI’ tileS'
b

Everyone welcome! their history &
In his talk and demonstration, Tom will be covering manufacture.
A talk by experimental

e The history of medieval tiles in Hampshire and archaeologist
surrounding area Tom Chamberlain
o Tiles and sites at Winchester, Selborne and :
surrounding churches - what can be seen
o When and where were they made, who
made them, where were they installed and

why?
o Different types of tiles found in UK - three
types
e How were they made
o Locations, clays, glazes, patterns and Ropley Vlllage Hall
designs 7th July 2025
«  Why did it all stop Bar opens 7pm for 7:30pm start
Entry £5

o Changes in fashions
o Henry VIII and the dissolution of the
monasteries

e Can they be re-created

o Very few written records from C13.

o Slides of how I make them and can it to stay true to the original methods

o My efforts so far - an initial ‘sampler’, the Muchelney Roundel and Yorkshire mosaics
« Demonstration of making of a square tile - Selborne designs and others

o Making the tile and stamping the pattern

o Inlaying with contrasting clay

o Scraping back to the final design
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A Day of V E Day 80 celebrations and remembrance in Ropley

B Please have a look back on our collection of images and words from the day’s events that
took place in Ropley recently when on May 8th the village came together to remember

¥ those who sacrificed so much in war and to mark the 80th anniversary of VE Day. A series
of events took place throughout the day, organised by the Ropley Fayre Committee with
much support from others across the village

Ropley History was there with a display of memorabilia from WW2 and were enjoyed by
. everyone —including the school children who had some fun trying on solider’s helmets!

Follow on our website’s homepage or follow the link -

https://www.ropleyhistory.org.uk/village-history/a-day-of-ve-day-80-
celebrations-and-remebrance-in-ropley



https://www.ropleyhistory.org.uk/village-history/a-day-of-ve-day-80-celebrations-and-remebrance-in-ropley
https://www.ropleyhistory.org.uk/village-history/a-day-of-ve-day-80-celebrations-and-remebrance-in-ropley
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= eFour Mark’s Lost Windmill

e The Windmill Inn was once a famous landmark and pub
in Four Marks, prior to its closing over a decade ago.
However, its name has often raised a lot of eyebrows- its
location nowadays certainly does lend itself to wind-

' useful to a windmill- but where was it? And more
importantly when was it there? As a latest post on the
website, you will read about the local windmills of the

- ; past. This can be found on our home page or follow this
link  https://www.ropleyhistory.org.uk/village-history/buildings-architecture-and-historic-
houses/four-marks-and-medsteads-lost-windmill

History of Dene Stores — Can you help?

As you may have noticed, Dene Stores has finally been
demolished.

There has been a village map on board on the side of the
shop for some years and luckily an interested local resident
has rescued the map from "death by skip" as the building
was being demolished. He thought we would love to find out
more about it.

Do you know how old it is (we think about 30+ years old)
when it went up on the wall, who commissioned it and why?

At the same time, if you know more about the Dene Stores

themselves that we do at Ropley History have a look at our
website page ‘Historic Village Shops’ as we would also love
to hear from you to expand our information.



https://www.ropleyhistory.org.uk/village-history/buildings-architecture-and-historic-houses/four-marks-and-medsteads-lost-windmill
https://www.ropleyhistory.org.uk/village-history/buildings-architecture-and-historic-houses/four-marks-and-medsteads-lost-windmill

Pram race images — visit our Pram Race
Gallery page and see collection of images
from this year’s event

From August you can search ‘Pram Race’ on our website and it will
direct you to our catalogue of images from the past. (It does not
include names). It will also include the latest images of Pram Race
' ’25 for you to enjoy. Go to
https://www.ropleyhistory.org.uk/catalogue item/pram-race-post-
dropbox-contributions

Our display, at this year event, showing image of past pram races,
invited much interest and comment! So, thankyou to all who
helped put names to faces.

We welcome more information and images if you would like to share any that you might have. Send to
ropleyhistory@gmail.com

Images where
we have been
able to put
names to faces
and other
information,
may be found if
you typeina
name into the
website search.

Thanks, Hilary Oldham, for the image


https://www.ropleyhistory.org.uk/catalogue_item/pram-race-post-dropbox-contributions
https://www.ropleyhistory.org.uk/catalogue_item/pram-race-post-dropbox-contributions
mailto:ropleyhistory@gmail.com

Photo Imagery

Recently a local villager has enjoyed playing around
with imagery software to give clarity and colour to an
image of Meadowside, Church Street. Here is the
difference that shows what can be done to enhance
an old photo.
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Gordon Brown 2025



What’s on Locally

Hampshire Archives — behind the scenes - go to the link to see the next dates

https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/archives/events/behind-the-scenes-240725

23 Historic days out in Hampshire
https://www.hampshireattractions.co.uk/23-historic-days-out-in-hampshire/

National Hinton Ampner Talk thank you to all who came along to enjoy and

,«}/' T t support this talk about the archaeology that has been found at this local National
rus Trust property by Geoff Buss, lead archaeologist at the site. Fascinating
investigations and finds!

Little Big Dig — This September — Dates and further

details coming soon

This summer we hoping to investigate and understand the archaeology of the area
starting with the inner village of Ropley. This will hopefully lead to a larger dig in
2026.

As no digs have taken place in Ropley, do we find mostly post-1800s artefacts or are
there roman or prehistoric finds?

More details to come, but if you would like to be involved with the dig itself, or have information to share,
please do contact us via our email.



https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/archives/events/behind-the-scenes-240725
https://www.hampshireattractions.co.uk/23-historic-days-out-in-hampshire/

Historic Buildings and its local history - please do contact us if you think a particular
building or your home is worth researching to preserve its history or has an interesting tale to tell.

What’s happening on our website - Current and Future Articles - search

from our homepage
e Oral History — Coming soon - About John Passey, who was evacuated from Bournemouth to Ropley
during World War 2. This can be viewed from our homepage
e Exeter House — Already we have a large collection of documents relating to the history of this
interesting building, which will soon compiled into a full article and a timeline.
e Historic Maps — Our rolling post that has new images and sources being added all the time.
¢ We welcome any information about these future articles
- Local Steam Galas/ steam locomotives
- Dew ponds and the demise of farm ponds
- History of Ropley Sports Pavilion and the Village Hall/s
- History of Ropley Station
- Policing in Ropley and the local area
- Dene Stores —it’s history and it’s people

If you think you might be able to contribute some more information to any of the above, please do get in
touch and share. To see these and all our other articles, new collections of images of documents, photos
and artefacts, please go to our easily found Ropley History website.

What history topics would you like to learn about from us? We try to bring you talks and
articles about many subjects of historic interest but we are very happy to hear about any ideas or contacts
that could may have that could help us continue to bring local history alive.

Getting involved
Can you offer your time — however much you feel you can give — to help us develop and grow the archive?
Any contribution would help us preserve our local history. Do you have any local history documents that
you would like to share or need some help with? Please get in touch or come along to our fortnightly
archive workshop sessions. Thursdays 2-4pm - in the Small Hall of the Village Hall.

Fortnightly Archive Sessions

Please join us to chat and share information about all thing’s local history in the small hall in the village
hall for our fortnightly Thursday archiving workshops.

e Thursday July 314, 17th and 31st

e Thursday August 14th and 28th

e Thursday September 11t and 25th

Easy access for prams and wheelchairs. Please do pop in and see what we do - perhaps before or
after picking up your children for school. Everyone is welcome.

Thank you for your continued interest, involvement and support
Ropley History Network and Archive Steering Group
www.ropleyhistory.org.uk ropleyhistory@gmail.com

ropleyhistory@gmail.com
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