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Project Brief 19.10.25  

Ropley Parish councillors are asked to review this project brief and consider: 
• Do they support the project in principle? 
• Are they happy for the map to be attached to or near the parish hall? 
• Would they support Ropley Parish Council funding part of the project? 

 

Introduction 

The rights of way in the rural parish of Ropley provide community links from the multiple hubs of the 
village to the village centre, where there is a primary school, shop, church, parish hall, and 
recreation ground with sports facilities. They also form big circular routes that are popular with trail 
users from all over the area. Part of St. Swithun's Way goes through Ropley.  

Improving access  

Ropley's footpath network has a large number of stiles, which has meant that access for people 
with limited mobility has been constrained. Ropley Parish Council is keen to improve access to the 
footpath network by replacing stiles with kissing gates and gates. 

The aims of the Ropley Footpath Improvement project are to:  

• Improve access to footpaths that provide safe walking links between the village centre and 
outlying clusters of housing in Ropley (for example, Soames Lane, Ropley Dean, Gilbert 
Street) described as ‘priority routes’.  

• Improve access to circular walks, providing a positive impact on physical and mental 
health.  

32 stiles have been replaced with gates and kissing gates by local volunteers since 2023, and there 
are plans to replace more stiles in future. 

Encouraging people to use local footpaths 

The focus on improving access to the Ropley countryside has generated new initiatives including 
an informal walking group (Ropley Xplorers) and volunteers clearing vegetation from footpaths, 
using funding from Hampshire County Council to purchase equipment. 

To further promote the use of local footpaths, the Ropley Heritage Map steering group, a subgroup 
of the Ropley Society, has developed plans for a footpath map and associated digital content 
which will highlight points of historic, environmental and landscape interest. The project brief 
describes this in more detail. 
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Name  Ropley Heritage Map project  

Date October 2025 

Steering Group Keith Charman, Rosie Flatt, Clive Harris, Caroline Ludgate, Catherine Mitchell, 
Carole Oldham 
 
The Ropley Heritage Map steering group is a subgroup of the Ropley Society, who 
will host the project. 
 

Project Overview The Ropley Heritage Map project builds on Ropley Parish Council’s Stiles to Gates 
project by promoting the many footpaths in and around the parish of Ropley.  
 
There will be two deliverables: 

• a physical map of the footpaths in the parish on a noticeboard  
• a number of walking routes available online and as hard copies, which will 

highlight some of the historic, environmental and landscape points of 
interest that can be found along the walking routes.  

 
The physical map will be based on a simplified OS base map and include images of 
some of the more prominent buildings around the village. The map will be located 
on a noticeboard on or around the parish hall, subject to permission being granted 
by Ropley Parish Council. 
 

How will it work  The planned mix of physical and online information means the walking routes will be 
able to be accessed in a number of ways: 
• The physical map near the parish hall will include a QR code which will direct 

people to a list of walks on a new section of the village website. The website will 
provide pdf copies of the walks which can be downloaded. 

• People will also be able to directly access the content on the village website 
from home. 

• Other walkers, happy to walk following online maps or using the OS walking App, 
will be taken to a link from the village website which will bring up details of the 
walking route on their digital device. 

• Alternatively, people will be able to collect a physical copy of the relevant 
walking route from a holder in the defibrillator box outside the parish hall. It is 
also envisaged that pdf copies of the walking routes will be available from The 
Courtyard Shop. 

• Information about points of interest will be available on the village website (for 
landscape and environmental information) and the Ropley History website (for 
historic information). 
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Goals & 
Objectives 

• To promote the use of footpaths in the parish of Ropley 
• To increase people’s awareness of historic, environmental and landscape points 

of interest that can be found on walking routes in Ropley 
 

Constraints  
& Assumptions 

Constraints  
• Funding will be required to pay for: 

o Design and printing of the footpath map for the noticeboard   
o Noticeboard  
o Holder for the pdf copies in the defibrillator box 
o Printing of pdf copies of walks  

• Volunteer time to build and maintain the initial digital content  
• Volunteer time to build later phases of the digital content  

 
Assumptions  
• Parish council support for the project and positioning of the footpath map on/ 

around the parish hall  
• Grant funding can be found  
• Support from the Ropley Society 
• Use of OS map via parish council who can provide access to OS mapping at no 

cost under Public Sector Agreement 
• Volunteer enthusiasm is maintained  

Project Scope 
and deliverables  

Phase 1 will include: 
• Footpath map on noticeboard 
• Online content on the village website  

o List of eight walking routes that start and finish at Ropley Parish Hall, 
information about the walks, pdf copies of walks, information about 
environmental and landscape points of interest, reference to the Ropley 
Walks book, links to online app routes and the Ropley History website 

 
Later phases may increase the number of walking routes.  

Target Audience Local residents 
Local walking groups, e.g. Waltham, Alton and Eastleigh Ramblers groups visit 
Ropley regularly 
Visitors to the village  

Success Criteria Greater awareness of the number of fantastic walking routes in and around the 
parish  
More people using the Ropley footpath network 
Increased awareness and appreciation of the historical and rural environment 
Increased membership of the local walking group recently set up – The Ropley 
Xplorers  
More traffic to the village and Ropley History websites  
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Budget To be determined 
 
Funding will be needed for: 
• Graphic design of footpaths map 
• Creation of map as a noticeboard 
• Installation of noticeboard 
• Holder for leaflets 
• Printing of leaflets 
• Other costs to be identified  
 
Potential sources of funding include: 
• Ropley Parish Council (small grants and footpaths fund) 
• Grant from county councillor and/or district councillor 
• Other sources to be identified 
 

Timeline Phase 1 as described above to be delivered in 2026 
 
Future phases of the project to be scoped during 2026 once phase 1 has been 
delivered 
 

 

 


