	
	ROPLEY PARISH COUNCIL

	
	

	
	

	
	You are summoned to the Ordinary Parish Council meeting

on Tuesday 9th April 2026 at 7.30pm in the small room of Ropley Village Hall


	
	

	
	MINUTES


	
	Those in attendance:

Cllr Jenny Nops, Chair (JN), Drew Fielden, Vice Chair (DF), Giles Stogdon (GS), Andy Bonner (AB), Jeff Soul (JS) & Jennie Shaman (JJS). 

Non-voting members: District Councillor Charles Louisson (CL) (ex-officio) & Becky French (BF) Clerk to the Parish Council. 



	1
	Apologies for absence
John Reeve (JR), & Nicola Tindale (NT). Catherine Mitchell (CM), sent her apologies due to ill health.


	2
	Declaration of Interest in respect of matters to be discussed.
· No declarations of interest were raised.



	4
	Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council meetings held on 3rd March 2026 - to approve the minutes as a true record.
· The Minutes had been circulated prior to the meeting and were taken as read. There being no further amendments, they were agreed as a true record for signing.


	5
	Matters arising from the minutes.
· No matters to discuss.


	6
	Public participation in accordance with Standing Orders s3 (d – k)

· A prospective County Councillor, Nick Drew introduced himself to parishioners.
· Parishioners objected to plans for devolution in Hampshire. Reasons provided included that ‘Mid Hampshire’ is too large and the area shouldn’t include New Forest.
· A parishioner raised concern that the boundary line between the Gospel Hall site and Highways land isn’t correct. Councillor Louisson to check land registry.
· The footpath renovation project proposals for a new gate on FP 29 were queried. The preference of the land manager would be to have a kissing gate due to horses and business insurance. Clerk to pass contact to CM for discussions.
· A resident enquired if the Parish Council would be seeking a Regulation 19 consultation if large housing developments were proposed in Ropley. The Council confirmed that if this occurred the Parish Council would respond to the consultation. 
· A resident raised issues of speeding and road safety. With increased traffic and development in Ropley, they felt a 20MPH limit through the centre of the village was more appropriate. There are also no warning signs for the school along Vicarage Lane. Clerk to pass on to JR.
· A resident complained about horse manure and shavings being dumped on the footpath off Stapley Lane. 



	7
	Recreation ground (DF/GS/JR)
· The fencing to shield the gas tanks have been ordered but not installed. 


	8
	Planning:

I. Previous Applications: decisions notified by EHDC
· No notifications were available on East Hampshire District Council’s planning portal.
II. New Applications

EHDC-26-0137-HSE

Lyeway Cottage Lyeway Lane, Ropley, Alresford, Hampshire, SO24 0DW
Proposal: Retrospective application to change the entrance door position to the first floor north wall, raised platform veranda including access steps above carport. of approved application 57617 - Car port with office above.
No objection.
EHDC-25-1307-FUL
Land East Of Hale Close, Alresford, SO24 0DJ
Development of 14 residential dwellings with associated access, parking, landscaping, infrastructure and works.
EHDC-26-0196-HSE


Wild Patch Soames Lane, Ropley, Alresford, Hampshire, SO24 0ER
Single storey extensions to rear & side.
No objection.
EHDC-26-0146-CONVR



North Farm House Bowers Grove Lane, Ropley, Alresford, Hampshire, SO24 0DF

Variation of condition 3 (restriction to ancillary accommodation) of planning permission reference 38890/009 to allow use of outbuildings by a single lodger or short-term visitor though with no sale separately nor material severance.



	9
	Finance 

I. Parish Council payments
31 Mar 2026

Ropley Lawn and Tennis club MUGA insurance

327.18

29 Mar 2026

R french NEW salary

809.48

27 Mar 2026

Rp commercial servSI-607

594.00

20 Mar 2026

C&D Trees 6792

274.00

20 Mar 2026

Citizens Advice EaRopley PC

500.00

15 Mar 2026

TOTAL CHARGES TO 21FEB2026

1.20

06 Mar 2026

C&D Trees 
1,370.00

II. Payment to be authorised.

None. 

III. Motion: The Parish Council to pay £1,495.00 (Ex VAT) towards roofing repairs at the parish hall. Funds to be taken from Community Infrastructure Fund.
Proposed DF seconded GS and all in favour.



	10
	Report from District Councillor

· Details were provided on the preferred local government reorganisation for Hampshire. Government is proposing 4 mainland unitary authorities. Most of the current East Hampshire District will become Mid-Hampshire and include parts of Test Valley Borough, Winchester District and parts of the New Forest District. Clanfield, Horndean and Rowlands Castle will join the South West Unitary with Portsmouth, parts of the New Forest at Waterside and Test Valley. 
Ropley is currently placed in Mid-Hampshire.

· The broadband company Trooli have been seen installing fibre connectivity on Park Lane.



	11
	Reports of Committees:

I. Highway (JR)
· A group was formed in Gascoigne Lane and are requesting action on speeding in lane. JR has been in contact with group and Hampshire County Council Safety Team who have agreed to place extra 30 mph road markings on the lane funded by Hampshire County Council

· An email was received regarding speed in centre of village and asking for 20mph limit.  responded

· The purchase of a new Standard SID device for £3445 using CIL funds- discussion. Councillors agreed to this purchase. Clerk to add Motion to agenda of May meeting.
II. Footpaths (CM)
· We are in the process of ordering three more gates to replace stiles on Footpath 29.

· Thank you to Charles Louisson for his councillor’s grant towards the footpaths project.

III. Communications (CM)
Website 
· Training has been completed.  Many thanks to Paul for this.
There has been a significant increase in the number of visitors to the website, with a 50% increase over the past six months.
The top visited pages are:

· Events

· Meetings

· Home Page

Bismonroptis
· Please let CM any information for this month’s edition – deadline is next Saturday 11 April.
East Hampshire District Council have started a rewards scheme for people spotting fly-tipping. A press release can be obtained from East Hampshire.


	12
	I. Ropley Society- AGM 23rd April. Thank Cllr Louisson funds towards the history project.
II. Friends of St. Peter's Church (AB)- none
III. HALC /EHALC- none 
IV. Parish Hall Management Committee (AB)- none 


	13
	Correspondence up to 7th April 2026
· No further correspondence 


	
	Meeting ends 20.22
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