	
	ROPLEY PARISH COUNCIL

	
	

	
	

	
	You are summoned to the Ordinary Parish Council meeting

on Tuesday 12th May 2026 at 7.30pm in the small room of Ropley Village Hall


	
	

	
	MINUTES


	
	Those in attendance:

Cllr Jenny Nops, Chair (JN), Drew Fielden, Vice Chair (DF), Giles Stogdon (GS), John Reeve (JR), Andy Bonner (AB), Nicola Tindale (NT) & Jennie Shaman (JJS). 

Non-voting members: District Councillor Charles Louisson (CL) (ex-officio) & Becky French (BF) Clerk to the Parish Council. 



	1
	Apologies for absence
· Catherine Mitchell (CM) & Jeff Soul (JS).


	2
	Declaration of Interest in respect of matters to be discussed.
· No declarations were made.



	4
	Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council meetings held on 7th April 2026 - to approve the minutes as a true record.
· The Minutes had been circulated prior to the meeting and were taken as read. There being no further amendments, they were agreed as a true record for signing.


	5
	Matters arising from the minutes.
· The defibrillator will be delivered shortly. The Parish Council would like to thank the Gospel Hall for donating half of the costs of the unit and for housing the device.
A resident queried the access to the device, as currently there is a fence in front of the wall where the unit is to be situated. Clerk to investigate access.


	6
	Public participation in accordance with Standing Orders s3 (d – k)

· A resident queried if the footpath would be reinstated at the Gospel Hall development. Councillors confirmed that once the development is completed, the footpath will be assessed.   

· There was concern from a resident that the junction from Gascoigne Lane onto the A31 does not have a clear line of site for drivers. JR confirmed that the Parish Council has funding for a traffic project which aims to tackle this issue. 



	7
	Asset Register 2026- to approve

· Clerk to include the defibrillator- otherwise approved.


	8
	Recreation ground (DF/GS/JR)
· Nothing further to add.


	9
	Planning:

I. Previous Applications: decisions notified by EHDC
EHDC-25-1457-FUL

ANDROSS MANOR Andrews Lane, Ropley, Alresford, Hampshire, SO24 0BZ

Removal of existing outbuildings/stables, erection of a detached annexe and associated change of use of land.  

REFUSAL

EHDC-25-1361-HSE

ROSEWOOD HOUSE Stapley Lane, Ropley, Alresford, Hampshire, SO24 0EL

Proposed access and gates

Permission

EHDC-25-1464-HSE

WILLALONE Petersfield Road, Ropley, Alresford, Hampshire, SO24 0EQ

Conversion of garage to dining room

Permission

EHDC-25-1330-CONVR

Cornflowers Dunsells Lane, Ropley, Alresford, Hampshire, SO24 0BX

Revised design to enable an increase of floor area; variation of conditions 8 and 12 to planning permission 31260/006.

Permission

EHDC-26-0116-TPO

GLEBE END Vicarage Lane, Ropley, Alresford, Hampshire, SO24 0DU

T1- Beech - current crown spread towards the property 8m. Proposed crown reduction by 2-3m from the property to leave a crown radial spread after work of 5-6m. Maximum wound size shall not exceed 60mm diameter. 

Consent 

EHDC-26-0114-AGR

Whisperers Wood, Ropley, SO24 9SQ

Agricultural prior application for a new access road for  forestry use.

PRIOR APPROVAL NOT REQUIRED

II. New Applications

EHDC-26-0396-FUL 
Ross Farm Park Lane, Ropley, Alresford, Hampshire, SO24 0BE
Notification of Receipt of Application Proposal: Retention of existing as a permanent agricultural workers dwelling.
No objection.
EHDC-26-0343-OUT
On land forming part of the residential curtilage of Old Down Cottage Y Site: OLD DOWN COTTAGE Swelling Hill, Ropley, Alresford, Hampshire, SO24 0DA
Notification of Receipt of Application Proposal: This application seeks outline planning permission (all matters reserved) for the erection of one detached 2–3 bedroom dwelling.
Object. Outside settlement policy boundary. No evidence required for rural uses. No access to sustainable transport, or village Swelling Hill is a narrow unlit road, therefore not suited to pedestrians or cyclists or other safe and accessible alternatives to the car, Whilst we have a tilted balance currently this is for one house only And the harm created would appear to significantly outweigh any identified benefits to increasing the housing numbers.
EHDC-26-0345-HSE 
BURMAH COTTAGE Petersfield Road, Ropley, Alresford, Hampshire, SO24 0EJ
Erection of single storey side and rear extensions following demolition of existing single storey element.
No objection.
EHDC-26-0346-NMA


WYTCHELMS Vicarage Lane, Ropley, Alresford, Hampshire, SO24 0DU
Non-Material Amendment of approved application 60396 - amendment to change the roof tiles from interlocking concrete roof tiles to slate roof tiles to match the adjacent properties.
No objection.
EHDC-26-0297-HSE 
WILLOW BARN Stapley Lane, Ropley, Alresford, Hampshire, SO24 0EL
Notification of Receipt of Application Proposal: Internal and external alterations including single storey extension.
No objection. 


	10
	Finance 

I. Parish Council payments
07 May 2026

ICO yearly fee
52.00

01 May 2026

Stow Agricultural Footpath project 
824.83

01 May 2026

John Slater Neighbourhood Plan work
395.04

29 Apr 2026

Ropley Society mapping grant
500.00

24 Apr 2026

R french 

889.38

17 Apr 2026

HALC membership

583.00

17 Apr 2026

Clearway Sport MUGA surface clean

570.00

17 Apr 2026

Inside Technology IT

78.00

12 Apr 2026

HSBC

0.40

07 Apr 2026

Idverde bins

546.00

07 Apr 2026

Shearman noticeboard work

744.00

II. Payments to be authorised.
None.

III. Q4 Bank reconciliation- to approve (JS)- JS was absent. Q4 Bank reconciliation to be brought to the next Ordinary Parish Council meeting.
IV. Audit
· Conflicts of interests with external auditor BDO LLP. 
Councillors confirmed that there were no conflicts of interest with BDO LLP.
V. Motion: to fund a new Speed Indicator Device at £3445 from CIL funds. 
Proposed by DF, seconded by AB and all in favour.


	11
	Report from District Councillor
· Nothing further to report 


	12
	Reports of Committees:

I. Highway (JR)
· Thank you to Charles for funding work on footpath and work will commence on the 25th May and a second date to complete the work is yet to be determined.

· 30mph road signs now in place and these were painted 25th April at midnight.

· Gully cleaning by Hampshire County Council scheduled for April has not happened

· Hampshire County Council has selected a new contract for the A31 traffic project. It is now with the team leader for East Hants area safer roads.
· One issue that has come up a few times is the proposal to consider a 20mph limit through the village. Our response is informed by the Hampshire County Council document ‘Traffic Management Policy Update: 20 mph Speed Limits & Zones’. i.e It is not cost effective and achieves very limited, if any result in reducing speed. The costs are estimated to be around £20k to be paid for by Ropley Parish Council. Funding from Hampshire County Council is not  likely to be available due the report and its findings. Councillors supported this response.

II. Footpaths (CM)- nothing further to add.
III. Communications (CM)- nothing further to add.


	13
	I. Ropley Society- nothing further to add.
II. Friends of St. Peter's Church (AB)- nothing further to add. Chair standing down and require more volunteers. 
III. HALC /EHALC- nothing further to add.
IV. Parish Hall Management Committee (AB)- nothing further to add.


	14
	Correspondence up to 12th May 2026
· nothing further to add.


	
	Meeting ends 8.26pm
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