	
	ROPLEY PARISH COUNCIL

	
	

	
	

	
	You are summoned to the Ordinary Parish Council meeting

on Tuesday 2nd June 2026 at 7.30pm in the small room of Ropley Village Hall


	
	

	
	MINUTES 


	
	Those in attendance:

Cllr Jenny Nops, Chair (JN), Drew Fielden, Vice Chair (DF), Giles Stogdon (GS), John Reeve (JR), Andy Bonner (AB), Jeff Soul (JS) & Jennie Shaman (JJS). 

Non-voting members: District Councillor Charles Louisson (CL) (ex-officio) & Becky French (BF) Clerk to the Parish Council. 



	1
	Apologies for absence
· Catherine Mitchell (CM) & Nicola Tindale (NT).


	2
	Declaration of Interest in respect of matters to be discussed.
· No declarations of interest were made.


	4
	Minutes of the AGM and Ordinary Parish Council meetings held on 12th May 2026 - to approve the minutes as a true record.
· The Minutes had been circulated prior to the meeting and were taken as read. There being no further amendments, they were agreed as a true record for signing.


	5
	Matters arising from the minutes.
· The Clerk has queried the access to the new defibrillator at the Gospel Hall and is awaiting a response. The defibrillator device has arrived. AB to deliver device to hall. 


	6
	Public participation in accordance with Standing Orders s3 (d – k)

· A resident was concerned that a proposed new tree at the Gospel Hall would eventually obscure visibility on Darvil Road. Councillors encouraged the resident to view the planting plan on East Hampshire District Council’s planning website. 


	7
	IT policy
· IT policy 2026- to approve

Proposed by DF, seconded by JSS and all in favour.



	8
	Recreation ground (DF/GS/JR)
· The Parish Council is currently looking to repair the fencing damage along Vicarage Lane. 
· The annual play park inspection is due shortly.



	9
	Planning:

1. Previous Applications: decisions notified by EHDC
EHDC-26-0346-NMA

WYTCHELMS Vicarage Lane, Ropley, Alresford, Hampshire, SO24 0DU

Non-Material Amendment of approved application 60396 - amendment to change the roof tiles from interlocking concrete roof tiles to slate roof tiles to match the adjacent properties. 

Permission

EHDC-26-0146-CONVR

NORTH FARM HOUSE Bowers Grove Lane, Ropley, Alresford, Hampshire, SO24 0DF

Variation of condition 3 (restriction to ancillary accommodation) of planning permission reference 38890/009 to allow use of outbuildings by a single lodger or short-term visitor though with no sale separately nor material severance.

WITHDRAWN

2. New Applications
EHDC planning re EHDC-26-0447-CONVR

MAYBANK FARM Petersfield Road, Monkwood, Alresford, Hampshire, SO24 0HB

Variation of condition 2 (EHDC-24-0067-FUL) to amend the approved design to better meet the applicants’ accessibility needs. Particularly for wheelchair use, which are not adequately addressed in the extant scheme. The revised proposal also delivers a reduced footprint and improved design; resulting in a more proportionate, efficient and contextually appropriate dwelling.



	10
	Finance 

I. Parish Council payments
02 Jun 2026

BP

McVeigh Parker & L221689

1,116.10

02 Jun 2026

BP

Inside Technology AFX 9923

78.00

27 May 2026

CHQ

Hearbeat Trust defibrillator 
2,508.00

19 May 2026

BP

Lightatouch Ropley PC

475.00

19 May 2026

BP

R french NEW salary

867.93

II. Payments to be authorised.
None.

III. Q4 Bank reconciliation- to approve (JS)- JS approved. 
IV. Bank reconciliation 2025/ 26 – to approve (JN)
2025/26 end of year bank reconciliation was approved and duly signed by JN.
V. Signing of Section 1 of Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26- Annual Governance Statement. 
It was resolved that the Council approve the annual Section 1 of the Annual Governance Statement, which was prepared by the Clerk and was duly signed by the Chairman.
VI. Signing of Section 2 of Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/ 26 - Accounting Statements. 
It was resolved that the Council approve the annual Section 2 of the Annual Governance Statement, which was prepared by the Clerk and was duly signed by the Chairman.
VII. Receipts and payments 2025 26- for information.
VIII. Date for the period for the exercise of public rights.
NAME OF SMALLER AUTHORITY:

Ropley Parish Council 

DATE INSPECTION PERIOD COMMENCED:

9th June 2026

DATE INSPECTION PERIOD ENDS:

20th July 2026 

IX. Auditor report- Councillors noted the report and the suggestions.
Councillors noted the contents of the report.


	11
	Report from District Councillor
· The district council is working on food waste collection and contraction of services. Waste collection is planned to commence in October with bins distributed in September.

· With the government reorganisation plans, several authorities are considering a Judicial Review.

· The district is also working on restructuring the election wards to 5000 people per ward in line government reorganisation.
County Councillor Nick Drew provided an update

· At Hampshire County Council the Conservatives are currently the minority leading group and committees are being organised. 

· Hampshire County Council are looking at a judicial review for the local government reorganisation and have sought legal advice on whether a Judicial Review is likely to succeed.

· ND met with JR to discuss drainage issues. 


	12
	Reports of Committees:

I. Highway (JR)
· Footpath A31 at the bus stop is 75% cleared and there is a second date yet to be determined. 
· Routine drainage maintenance is planned for 1st June. 
· Following an email, JR met with Nick Drew to provide an update on the current situation with Highways and speeding within Ropley.
· JR has asked Nick Drew to assist with two long-standing issues regarding drainage at the Chequers site, where communication from Hampshire County Council has been to date poor.
II. Footpaths (CM)
· FP29 gate 2 – large kissing gate has been installed.
· 3 more gates have been ordered.
· BBC South visit – footpath in Monkwood. Part of news item about accessibility for people who use wheelchairs.
III. Communications (CM)

· BMRT content deadline June 10th – please let CM know of anything you want to include.


	13
	I. Ropley Society

Nothing further to add.
II. Friends of St. Peter's Church (AB)
Working on a road safety project which encourages school children to wear HighViz to and from school.
III. HALC /EHALC- A meeting is being scheduled shortly.
IV. Parish Hall Management Committee (AB)
Due to the Trustee relationship between Parish Hall and Parish Council, the Parish Council can’t be the policy holder for the insurance of the parish hall. Parish Hall committee members to investigate further.


	14
	Correspondence up to 2nd June 2026
· No further 


	
	Meeting ends 20.08
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