	
	ROPLEY PARISH COUNCIL

	
	

	
	

	
	You are summoned to the Ordinary Parish Council meeting

on Tuesday 7th July 2026 at 7.30pm in the small room of Ropley Village Hall


	
	

	
	MINUTES 


	
	Those in attendance:
Drew Fielden, Vice Chair (DF), Giles Stogdon (GS), Catherine Mitchell (CM), John Reeve (JR), (JS) & Jennie Shaman (JJS). 

Non-voting members: Becky French (BF) Clerk to the Parish Council & Country Councillor Nick Drew. 


	1
	Apologies for absence
· Cllrs Andy Bonner (AB), Nicola Tindale (NT), Jeff Soul & Jenny Nops, Chair (JN). 
· District Councillor Charles Louisson (CL) (ex-officio) provided his apologies.
· Councillor Drew Fielden, Vice Chair (DF) was Chair for the meeting in JN’s absence.


	2
	Declaration of Interest in respect of matters to be discussed.
· No declarations of interest were made.



	4
	Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council meeting held on 2nd June 2026 - to approve the minutes as a true record.
· The Minutes had been circulated prior to the meeting and were taken as read. There being no further amendments, they were agreed as a true record for signing.


	5
	Matters arising from the minutes.
· AB delivered the defibrillator and the Gospel Hall confirmed “With regards its positioning at the Hall the plan is to site (the device) on the front fence (facing the A31) so it will be clearly visible and easily accessible from The Dene”. 

The Parish Council confirmed that this positioning is satisfactory.



	6
	Public participation in accordance with Standing Orders s3 (d – k)

· Parishes have had access to a renovation fund aimed at restoring Hampshire’s bus shelters. Ropley Parish Council doesn’t own any of the bus shelters in the parish, so this is Hampshire County Council’s responsibility. Cllr Drew highlighted that this fund could also be used to install bus shelters in new locations. Parishioners should contact the parish clerk if they have any suggestions for new bus shelter locations.  
· Highways has provided grass cutting to the northern side of verges at the Dene, but not the southern side. A resident enquired if Highways could cut the southern side. JR noted this request.
· The Dene will be closed from 20-25th July due to a road closure. JR has spoken to Highways. Post meeting note: this work has been deferred due to programme scheduling issues and is scheduled for summer 2027.
· A resident enquired if it was possible to instal a handrail at the entrance to the churchyard, to aid people with limited mobility. CM to discuss with AB. 
· Residents were concerned with plans for development near Berry Hill. The Parish Council confirmed that no planning application had been made. 



	7
	Recreation ground (DF/GS/JR)
· The Parish Council is currently obtaining quotes from companies to fence the section of the recreation ground along Vicarage Lane and the gas tank at the pavilion.


	8
	Planning:

I. Previous Applications: decisions notified by EHDC
EHDC-25-1152-FUL

AVALON HOUSE Winchester Road, Four Marks, Alton, Hampshire, GU34 5JB

Approval is sought for the demolition of an existing dwelling to be replaced by a new self-build dwelling.

Ropley, Hawkley & Hangers

Ropley CP

WITHDRAWN

EHDC-26-0102-VOC

MEADOW BARN Petersfield Road, Monkwood, Alresford, Hampshire, SO24 0HB

Variation of condition 2 (approved plans list); condition 4 (drainage details); conditions 7 and 8 (assessment of any ground contamination); and condition 10 (de-centralised, renewable or low-carbon energy provision) to planning permission...

Ropley, Hawkley & Hangers

Ropley CP

Permission

EHDC-26-0345-HSE

BURMAH COTTAGE Petersfield Road, Ropley, Alresford, Hampshire, SO24 0EJ

Erection of single storey side and rear extensions following demolition of existing single storey element

Ropley, Hawkley & Hangers

Ropley CP

Permission

EHDC-26-0297-HSE

WILLOW BARN Stapley Lane, Ropley, Alresford, Hampshire, SO24 0EL

Internal and external alterations including single storey extension

Ropley, Hawkley & Hangers

Ropley CP

Permission

EHDC-25-0951-HSE

Ottley House Petersfield Road, Ropley, Alresford, Hampshire, SO24 0EQ

Removal of existing roof, proposed first floor with new roof over plus a 2 storey rear and front extension with internal alterations to create a 5 bedroom house.

Ropley, Hawkley & Hangers

Ropley CP

WITHDRAWN

II. New Applications
· No new applications this month.


	9
	Finance 

I. Parish Council payments
30 Jun 2026

Complete Weed Control rec ground weed spray 
316.80

30 Jun 2026

Complete Weed Control rec ground weed spray
919.20

17 Jun 2026

RP commercial services- Rec grass cutting
420.00

17 Jun 2026

G Henderson- MUGA surface clean
240.00

12 Jun 2026

Clerk salary

910.58

II. Payments to be authorised.
None. 


	11
	Report from District Councillor

· On 9 June, Hampshire County Council’s Cabinet agreed that the Council should pursue a Judicial Review of the Government’s decision on Local Government Reorganisation. Formal proceedings were commenced later in the month.

· Asset-Based Community Development (ABCD) training has been available to parishes.  
“ABCD recognises and mobilises the strengths, talents, and resources that already exist within communities, to enable local people to shape the services and decisions affecting their local area. It is not simply about transferring assets from the council to communities, but about supporting communities to take the lead, with the council acting as an enabler where needed.”


	12
	Reports of Committees:

I. Highway (JR) 
Currently there is no capacity available from RP Services to carry out anything other than Lengthsman work and our maintenance contract. 
There are many outstanding issues that are awaiting a Hampshire County Council response. Cllr Drew suggested that the Parish Council Chair consider writing to the Head of Universal Services to raise these issues. 
II. Footpaths (CM)
Two volunteers have cleared the overgrown vegetation at Webb Lane and FP24 (footpath from Andrews Lane to Swelling Hill).
The heritage map project is progressing and the intention is to display the map on the front of the parish hall, so that it is visible to visitors.
III. Communications (CM) 
Please provide any news items for the Bismonroptis to CM.


	13
	I. Ropley Society- On 16th July they are holding a cheese and wine evening.
II. Friends of St. Peter's Church (AB) The work has started on the car park resurfacing at the church.
III. HALC /EHALC- nothing further to add.
IV. Parish Hall Management Committee (AB) nothing further to add.


	14
	Correspondence up to 2nd June 2026
- Resident letter regarding development at Berry Hill- discussed in public participation. 


	
	Meeting ends 20.01
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