	
	ROPLEY PARISH COUNCIL

	
	

	
	

	
	You are summoned to the Ordinary Parish Council meeting

on Tuesday 1st September 2026 at 7.30pm in the small room of Ropley Village Hall


	
	

	
	MINUTES 


	
	Those in attendance:

Cllr Jenny Nops, Chair (JN), Drew Fielden, Vice Chair (DF), Giles Stogdon (GS), John Reeve (JR), Jeff Soul (JS) & Jennie Shaman (JJS). 

Non-voting members: & Becky French (BF) Clerk to the Parish Council. 



	1
	Apologies for absence
Andy Bonner (AB) and Nicola Tindale (NT), Catherine Mitchell (CM) & District Councillor Charles Louisson (CL) (ex-officio)


	2
	Declaration of Interest in respect of matters to be discussed.
· No declarations of interest were made.



	4
	Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council meeting held on 7th July 2026 - to approve the minutes as a true record.
· The Minutes had been circulated prior to the meeting and were taken as read. There being no further amendments, they were agreed as a true record for signing.


	5
	Matters arising from the minutes.
· The defibrillator cabinet has been delivered to the Church and is in the process of being installed by the Dunsell’s Lane gate. 
· Residents queried the date of the installation for the defibrillator at the Gospel hall- Clerk to contact Gospel Hall. 
Once both of the new defibrillators are in place, the Parish Council will organise training from Community Heartbeat. 
All devices will be registered and checked every month. JN to continue this role for time being.



	6
	Public participation in accordance with Standing Orders s3 (d – k)

· A resident wished to thank Councillor Louison and East Hampshire District Council with a development issue at a site in Monkwood. 
· The turning point at Darvil Road is often blocked with parked cars. If a lorry comes up the road, there’s no room to turn.

· A resident queried the funding for the new cricket nets and a member of the Cricket Club answered these queries. It was confirmed by the Clerk that club agreements are up for review and renewal next year. 


	7
	Recreation ground (DF/GS/JR)
· The annual play park inspection has been completed. The Parish Council is currently looking for a new contractor to replace parts of the play equipment.
· Request for funding for new cricket nets. 
These nets will be owned by the Parish Council and will be open to all recreation ground users. 

The Cricket Club will manage and maintain the nets on behalf of the Parish Council and this will be written into the agreement next year, as part of the agreement review. 

The Parish Council will submit (via a planning consultant) a planning application for the facilities. The planning fee will be taken from the £5000 requested funds. Due to the cost of the planning application being presently unknown, there could be a further ask for funds to cover this, but it is hoped the grant would cover these costs.


	8
	Planning:

I. Previous Applications: decisions notified by EHDC
EHDC-26-0592-HSE

BRAMBLES The Dene, Ropley, Alresford, Hampshire, SO24 0BG

Addition of first floor to existing bungalow. Demolition of side extension and replacement with two storey side extension

Ropley, Hawkley & Hangers

Ropley CP

Permission

EHDC-26-0447-CONVR

MAYBANK FARM Petersfield Road, Monkwood, Alresford, Hampshire, SO24 0HB

Variation of condition 2 (EHDC-24-0067-FUL) to amend the approved design to better meet the applicants’ accessibility needs. Particularly for wheelchair use, which are not adequately addressed in the extant scheme. The revised proposal also...

Ropley, Hawkley & Hangers

Ropley CP

Permission

EHDC-26-0580-DCON

MAYBANK FARM Petersfield Road, Monkwood, Alresford, Hampshire, SO24 0HB

Discharge Conditions 12 - BNG, 13 - LEMP of approved application 25218/011 - Construction of agricultural barn and change of use from agricultural to mixed use: agricultural and domestic equestrian

Ropley, Hawkley & Hangers

Ropley CP

Condition Determined

EHDC-25-1017-FUL

STARTER GATE FARM Charlwood Lane, Monkwood, Alresford, Hampshire, SO24 0HA

AN AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION TO THE EXISTING B8 USE BUILDING AT STARTERGATE FARM

Ropley, Hawkley & Hangers

Ropley CP

Permission

Yes

II. New applications.
EHDC-26-0686-HSE 
HAMMOND COTTAGE Hammonds Lane, Ropley, Alresford, Hampshire, SO24 0DZ
Construction of timber framed single garage and single bay carport following removal of existing single bay brick garage.
No objection.
EHDC-26-0928-TCA



THE OLD POST HOUSE Church Street, Ropley, Alresford, Hampshire, SO24 0DR

Mixed group of conifers and Holly.  To fell to ground level.
No objection.
EHDC-26-0738-FUL



Land At Gochen Farm Barn Lyeway Lane, Ropley, Alresford, Hampshire

Construction of a single self build dwelling with associated landscaping and operational works following demolition of existing agricultural barn.
Ropley Parish Council object to this application. The site lies well outside the settlement policy boundary and is designated as open countryside. 

It has poor poor access to any sustainable forms of transport. Lyeway lane is a narrow, unlit road with raised verges and no footpaths. Future occupiers would have to walk in the narrow
carriageway, having to climb into the verge when vehicles approached, due to the restricted width of the carriageway. It would be almost 1 miles to reach the village and 2 to the nearest bus stop, and the frequency of the two services which stop there are such that it is unlikely that it would encourage use of sustainable transport, being particularly difficult for children, the elderly or the infirm. There
would be similar issues with cycle use.

Development in the open countryside is controlled by Policy CP19 of the JCS, which restricts
such development unless it is necessary for a countryside location, such as
agriculture, forestry or other rural based enterprises. There is no evidence which suggests that the proposal is necessary for such rural uses and would therefore benefit from such exceptions to Policy CP19 of the JCS. The site has also not been identified as an allocated site to meet a community need as a result it does not gain support from Policy CP10 of the JCS. 

Whilst a tilted balance may apply due to the lack of 5 year land supply this proposal is in an unsustainable location with a lack of safe and accessible alternatives to a private car. In terms of the benefits of the proposal, it would provide a single self-build dwelling which would, even given the severity of the Council’s 5YHLS deficit, and their supply of self-build permissions, only provide a small boost to the housing supply. As a result the harm and lack of sustainable location caused by this development would significantly outweigh the benefits of approving it.

EHDC-26-0728-FUL



ROSEWOOD HOUSE Stapley Lane, Ropley, Alresford, Hampshire, SO24 0EL

Change of use of equestrian land to residential curtilage and provision of tennis court on extended curtilage.
No objection.
EHDC-26-0857-HSE

WOODPECKERS Vicarage Lane, Ropley, Alresford, Hampshire, SO24 0DU

Single storey rear extension, two storey side extension, increase in ridge height to allow for installation of warm roof, installation of heat pump, installation of new packaged waste treatment 

No objection.


	9
	Finance 

I. Parish Council payments
31 Aug 2026

Secure a field Ltd15238 FPP

983.46

31 Aug 2026

R french NEW salary

390.00

26 Aug 2026

The play inspection ropley

115.80

26 Aug 2026

BDO Audit

504.00

26 Aug 2026

Inside Technology tech support

79.50

18 Aug 2026

RP commercial serv grass contract

420.00

14 Aug 2026

CIA Fire and safety MUGA security

633.93

13 Aug 2026

McVeigh Parker FPP

244.12

13 Aug 2026

McVeigh Parker FPP

21.59

11 Aug 2026

R french NEW defib cabinet 

607.79

11 Aug 2026

Idverde bins

173.54

11 Aug 2026

Idverde bins

86.77

11 Aug 2026

Idverde bins

564.02

03 Aug 2026

R french NEW salary

724.58

14 Jul 2026

Inside Technology tech support

78.00

14 Jul 2026

Inside Technology tech support 

79.50

13 Jul 2026

HSBC

0.40

II. Payments to be authorised.
None. 
III. Grant requests 

· To replace and extend the crickets nets and for the Parish Council to contribute £5,000 from CIF to the overall cost. Proposed by GS, seconded by DF and vote carried (4 in favour and 2 against). 
Funds to come from CIF and be placed in ring fenced fund. Cricket Club to contribute remaining funds to the Parish Council.
· To fund Ropley Primary School £800 from the Small grants fund towards replacement entrance gates and fence post. Proposed by JS, seconded JR and all in favour. 


	11
	Report from District Councillor

· None.


	12
	Reports of Committees:

I. Highway (JR)
· Path to bus stop opposite Chequers development is now clear right along to Bighton Hill.
· Through Councillor Drew, we have found a potential new contractor available for highways work.
· Ropley Quarry Liaison Panel 4 August 2026. Nothing to report. Minutes to Becky when received.
· Meeting with Councillor Drew and Councillor Forster - Portfolio lead for Highways. He promised assistance through Councillor Drew for specific outstanding issues. However, they were unable to offer any solution to communication except there is now a revised reporting system in place. The new system is much as before except you will not receive any update from Hampshire County Council, it will be up to the reporter to monitor the situation by going on line and using the ‘status checker’.
· New SID camera received and in use
· Some positive news from Chief Inspector Matt Moss, who is the commander for East Hampshire. Has said he will assist by providing some laser detector usage along the A31 through Ropley. A camera was reported last Thursday at Shell garage.

II. Footpaths (CM)
A small old kissing gate has been replaced with a large one which is easier for wheelchairs and buggies to get through. The new gate is on FP29 at the start of the footpaths that go from Lyeway Lane to the Petersfield Rd. These two footpaths are now wheelchair/ pram accessible, linking up the centre of the village with Stapley Lane and Soames Lane.

CM has worked with AB (representing the church) to develop plans to install 2 metal handrails on the right of way that goes through the churchyard (FP12). People with limited mobility find it difficult to walk down the steep slopes at each end of the footpath.  The rails will make the route safer and more accessible for villagers using the path, which provides a safe route from Dunsells Lane to the village centre. The rails will be funded from the parish council footpath fund. 

III. Communications (CM)

· None.


	13
	I. Ropley Society- no report 
II. Friends of St. Peter's Church (AB)- no report 
III. HALC /EHALC- no report 
IV. Parish Hall Management Committee (AB)
We have had a complaint about the speed bump at the bottom of the ramp to the rear car park. The bolts are coming lose and are potentially dangerous. AB has removed 2 of the worst ones and tightened the others.
Before we obtain any quotes for doing any work on it, we need a decision from the Parish Council as to whether we should replace it or simply have it removed. JS to inspect.


	14
	Correspondence up to 1st September 2026
· no further correspondence.


	
	Meeting ends
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