	
	ROPLEY PARISH COUNCIL

	
	

	
	

	
	You are summoned to the Ordinary Parish Council meeting

on Tuesday 6th October 2026 at 7.30pm in the small room of Ropley Village Hall


	
	

	
	MINUTES 


	
	Those in attendance:

Cllr Jenny Nops, Chair (JN), Drew Fielden, Vice Chair (DF), Giles Stogdon (GS), Catherine Mitchell (CM), John Reeve (JR), Andy Bonner (AB) & Jennie Shaman (JJS). 

Non-voting members: Becky French (BF) Clerk to the Parish Council. 



	1
	Apologies for absence
Nicola Tindale (NT), Jeff Soul (JS) & District Councillor Charles Louisson (CL) (ex-officio).


	2
	Declaration of Interest in respect of matters to be discussed.
No declarations of interests were made.


	4
	Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council meeting held on 2nd September 2026 - to approve the minutes as a true record.
· The Minutes had been circulated prior to the meeting and were taken as read. There being no further amendments, they were agreed as a true record for signing.


	5
	Matters arising from the minutes.
· No update has been received from the Plymouth Brethren on when the new defibrillator will be installed at the site. Once installed, training will be offered to residents. 

· A new defibrillator unit has been installed at the Church and is now working and registered. CM to provide update through Facebook and the parish magazine.  


	6
	Public participation in accordance with Standing Orders s3 (d – k)

· A resident provided a summary of the planning application for Helber House. 
· An update was requested on the proposed handrails at the Church. AB confirmed that the request is with the Archdeacon and is awaiting a drawing of proposals.  



	7
	Recreation ground (DF/GS/JR)
· The new fencing will be erected shortly.
· The football club has enquired if they could have location signs for defibrillator unit placed around the pitch. The Parish Council felt this would set a precedence across the village and highlighted the need for all playing teams to be made aware of location, as part of their risk assessments.


	8
	Planning:

I. Previous Applications: decisions notified by EHDC
No updates provided on East Hampshire’s planning portal.
II. New applications.
EHDC-26-1002-FUL


HELBER HOUSE Kitwood Lane, Ropley, Alresford, Alton, Hampshire, SO24 0DB
Erection of a replacement self build dwelling and extension to garage following demolition of existing dwelling.
No objection.
EHDC-26-1080-TPO
HUNT LODGE Petersfield Road, Ropley, Alresford, Hampshire, SO24 0EG
G1- Removal of basal and stem epicormic growth along avenue of 6x lime trees. The proposed works form part of the ongoing arboricultural maintenance of the garden Site: HUNT LODGE Petersfield Road, Ropley, Alresford, Hampshire, SO24 0EG
No objection.


	9
	Finance 

I. Parish Council payments
06 Oct 2026

Inside Technology INS 10576

79.50

06 Oct 2026

J Reeve Ropley padlock for SID 

15.50

30 Sep 2026

R FRENCH SALARY

652.18

24 Sep 2026

Ropley School fencing grant
800.00

24 Sep 2026

RS Web Hosts UK PC web hosting

23.99

24 Sep 2026

Grass contact RP services 

2,520.00

14 Sep 2026

Speed indicator device

4,134.00

08 Sep 2026

The Planning Port planning app for cricket nets
408.00

There has been a refund of £154.50 for the planning application. The cricket nets planning application cost £253.50
II. Payments to be authorised.
· M&J Roofing repairs for parish hall from CIF £1495 ex VAT.

· Gallagher Parish Council insurance £3038.12.

· Contribution toward the parish hall insurance £949.66
III. Q1 bank reconciliation- for approval (JS)
· JN approved and duly signed the paperwork.



	11
	Report from District Councillor

· None 

	12
	Reports of Committees:

I. Highway (JR)
· The soakaway at Gilbert Street is now cleared.
· No advice from Hampshire County Council regarding the gully cleaning. JR is waiting for a cost from possible contractor to clear.
· Lengthsman information from Hampshire County Council visit delayed by 1 month until 7th December.
Enquired about lengthsman scheme and if we should withdraw and ask for the funds. Concerns with capacity of existing contractor. 

Information from Hampshire County Council  Mike Pillans ( runs the scheme )
A grant is issued to the lead parish, which is Alresford Town Council, acting for the cluster and receives and administers the funding on behalf of the participating parishes, including Ropley.
It is their responsibility for appointing, managing and overseeing the performance of the Lengthsman contractor and includes addressing any operational or contractual issues that may arise.

But there is nothing to stop Alresford passing on the funding to Ropley, subject to discussion and agreement.
One option to address this issue, which other parish clusters have adopted, is to appoint more than one Lengthsman provider to give greater flexibility and resilience. If the current contractor is unable to meet Ropley's requirements, Ropley and Alresford may wish to explore the appointment of an alternative supplier to undertake work within the parish.
Hampshire County Council does not hold a list of approved Lengthsman contractors or suppliers.

Ropley Parish Councillors agreed that Ropley should remain within the Alresford scheme.
· Councillors felt that maintaining the Chequers is important, as this affects many residents and would be impassible. JR noted that the drain at chequers is in the wrong place.
II. Footpaths (CM)
· Since last month, 2 more stiles have been replaced with gates. The footpath which starts by the pond and ends in woods is now completely stile free. 
· A stile has also been replaced with a wooden kissing gate on St Swithin’s Way.

· Many thanks to all the volunteers. 
The footpath from the A31 to the station on Bighton Hill has been cleared by the landowner.
III. Communications (CM)

· Articles for comms include; new defibrillator, footpath kissing gates and that the car park by the Church is now available for residents to use. 


	13
	I. Ropley Society- nothing to report
II. Friends of St. Peter's Church (AB) – the car park is open for use. 
III. HALC /EHALC- no report.
IV. Parish Hall Management Committee (AB) new broadband has been fitted in the hall. 


	14
	Correspondence up to 6th October 2026
· The Parish Council received 2 Subject Access Requests and 1 Freedom of Information Request and these are being processed. 
· Thank you from Ropley school for the grant toward fence and gate.
· Community Asset Transfer - opportunities for your community. The Parish Council received a map showing the parts of Rowdell that are listed as East Hampshire District Council assets. After discussion, Parish Councillors felt there was no parish benefit to taking on these areas. 


	
	Meeting ends 20.10pm

	
	


2 | Page

